Week 2 | How To Have Church In The End Times
“The group of those who believed were of one
heart and mind, and no one said that any of his
possessions was his own, but everything was
held in common. With great power the apostles
were giving testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all.”
Acts 4:32-33 (NET)
Welcome to HOW TO HAVE CHURCH IN THE END TIMES week on
The Dallas Morning Show!
This week we're going to take a look at the exciting and powerful things that were
happening in the early church, and just how simple it is to live in that same power.
From fasting and prayer, to studying the Bible together, to the true meaning of
fellowship— and how to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit— this week is going to
be dynamic. Expect to be touched by God, expect to be set free from addictions,
expect to begin a transformation as your mind is renewed by the power of God's
Word.
Peace In Christ,
~Monica
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Week 2 | How To Have Church in The End Times
Day 6 | Monday

Fasting 101: Getting To The Heart Of The Matter

 Daily Notecard
“'Yet even now,' the Lord says, 'return to me with all your heart— with fasting, weeping,
and mourning. Tear your hearts, not just your garments! Return to the Lord your God,
for he is merciful and compassionate, slow to anger and boundless in loyal love –
often relenting from calamitous punishment.” Joel 2:12-13 (NET)

 VIewer GuIde

Read Your Bible!
to your assignment
To LISTEN
or read online CLICK HERE.

Focus Scripture
Jeremiah 4:1-4 (NIV) | Circumcise Your Heart

□

John, chapter 15

□ Acts, chapter 3
“'If you, Israel, will return, then return to me,'
declares the LORD. 'If you put your detestable idols
□ Acts, chapter 4
out of my sight and no longer go astray,
and if in a truthful, just and righteous way you swear,
“As surely as the LORD lives,”
then the nations will invoke blessings by him and in him they will boast.'
This is what the LORD says to the people of Judah and to Jerusalem:
'Break up your unplowed ground and do not sow among thorns.
Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you people of Judah
and inhabitants of Jerusalem, or my wrath will flare up and burn like fire
because of the evil you have done— burn with no one to quench it.'”

Today's Challenge:

Focus on repenting of your own sin.
{1}
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Day 6 | Monday (continued)

 V I e w e r G u I d e (cont.)
I. Why Would God want you to tear your heart?
A. In Jeremiah 4:3-4, circumcising your heart is equated with:
i. circumcision
ii. breaking up unplowed ground.
II. The result of sowing on unprepared soil
Matthew 13:3-9, 18-22
“Then he told them many things in parables, saying: 'A farmer went out to sow his seed. As
he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because
the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they
withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and
choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop— a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.'”…
“'Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky
ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since
they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because
of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone
who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the
word, making it unfruitful.'”
➢ The thorns in this passage are equated to the
life and the

of wealth.

of this

 This is what God is saying: If you want there to be a

,
you have to allow your heart to be
. You have to tear open your
. It's not enough to just go through a spiritual
— you have to break up that unplowed ground. (see 25:05)
III. An Uncircumcised Heart Can't Receive The Gospel
 When you're breaking up unplowed ground, it's a
process,
it's hard work, but you're taking
and
over that ground. And if you don't do that, you can throw seed on it all day long, but the
thorns have
— the
of life and the
of wealth will choke it, because this word tells you you have
to take up your cross and follow Jesus. (see 29:11)
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Day 6 | Monday (continued)
IV. The Message Of The Cross Is Twofold:
A. Jesus' cross
i. 1 Peter 2:24 (NET)
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we may cease from sinning
and live for righteousness. By his wounds you were healed.”
ii. Galatians 6:14 (NET)
“But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”
B. Your Cross
i. Luke 14:27 (NET)
“Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.”
ii. Romans 6:6 (NET)
“We know that our old man was crucified with him so that the body of sin
would no longer dominate us, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”
iii.
John 8:34 (NET)
“Jesus answered them, 'I tell you the solemn truth, everyone who practices
sin is a slave of sin.'”
iv. Romans 8:13 (NET)
“...(for if you live according to the flesh, you will die), but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body you will live.”
v. Luke 9:23 (NET)
“Then he said to them all, 'If anyone wants to become my follower, he must
deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me.'”



When you choose not to give your flesh the
that it wants, you allow
yourself to feel that rending and to feel that
, to say to your flesh,
“Hold on a minute— you're not the important thing right now.
is what I'm
focusing on, you can just sit there and be quiet for a while.” (see 41:57)
V. The Power Of The Spirit
A. Galatians 5:16 (NET)
“But I say, live by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh.”
B. 2 Timothy 1:7 (NET)
“For God did not give us a Spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control.”
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Day 6 | Monday (continued)
VI. How the Victory Comes
A. James 4:7 (NIV)
“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”



Fasting is about getting down to the brass tacks of
your flesh. It's practicing
self-control we've been given through the
VII.

to
to God, and practicing the
. (see 34:27)

Conclusion
A. Psalm 126:5 (NIV)
“Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. He who goes out weeping,
carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him.”



So, this is what we're going to do. We're going to allow God's Word to speak to us about
things in our lives, to speak to us about things we don't
want to think about, to hold up the
and let us see our
own sin. Though it's painful, we know we will reap a reward. (see 32:00)

Where's THAT in the

God supplies our needs | Matt. 6:25-24
Love your brother | 1 John 3:16-17
Wages of sin death | Romans 6:23
Parable of the sower | Matt. 13:1-23
Jesus bore our sins | 1 Peter 2:24
Ezekiel's dry bones | Ezekiel 37:1-28
Scriptures
Discipline a child | Proverbs 29:17
How the Acts church worked | Acts 2:42-47
Acts church shares resources | Acts 4:32-37
John's command to share | Luke 3:10-14
Members of Christ's Body | 1 Cor. 12:12-30
Love your neighbor | Matthew 22:37-40
Break up ground/ circumcise hearts | Jer. 4:1-4
God Bless/ be warm & well-fed | James 2:15-17
Rend Hearts, not garments | Joel 2:12-13
God desires obedience/ not sacrifice | 1 Sam. 15:22
End times like days of Noah | Matt. 24:36-44
Honor me w/lips/ hearts far from me | Isaiah 29:13
Day of God's wrath almost here | Zephaniah 1:14
Don't use God's Name in vain | Ex. 20:7
Leave everything to follow Jesus | Luke 14:25-33
Crucify the flesh & its desires | Galatians 5:24
Born of God's Word, incorruptible seed | 1 Peter 1:23-25
Ransomed by the blood of the Lamb | 1 Peter 1:18-22

Bible?
used in today's
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Sow in tears/ reap w/joy| Psalm 126:5-6
Live by Spirit | Galatians 5:16
Put to death deeds of flesh | Rom. 8:13
Jesus wounded for our sins | Is. 53:4-5
Practice sin/ you're a slave | John 8:34
Fruit of the Spirit | Galatians 5:22-23
message
Power & self control | 2 Timothy 1:7
Holy Spirit given to obedient | Acts 5:32
Submit to God, resist the devil | James 4:7
Word of God a mirror | James 1:23-25
Jesus stands at door and knocks | Revelation 3:20
Forgive & you will be forgiven | Luke 6:37
Crucify the flesh & its desires | Galatians 5:24
Take the log out of your own eye | Matthew 7:1-5
Daniel mourns and fasts before God | Daniel 10:2-3
David like a child with its mother | Psalm 131:1-3
Man does not live on bread alone | Matthew 4:4
Treasure God's Word more than bread | Job 23:12
The Bride of Christ | Ephesians 5:22-32
How Pharisees fast | Matthew 6:1-18
Ten Sleeping (dead) virgins | Matt. 25:1-13
Boast only in the cross | Galatians 6:14
Crucified with Christ | Romans 6:6
Deny Yourself Daily | Luke 9:23
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Fasting Guidelines For The Dallas Morning Show
For regular, healthy people:
1. During waking hours on Mondays we will not eat solid food.
2. Drink plenty of water.
3. Juices (100%, no sugar added) and broths are fine.
4. Stay away from sugary drinks.
•

If you have a medical condition or disorder of any kind that prevents you from
fasting safely OR If you are pregnant or nursing, don't fast from food. In this
instance, do a “Daniel fast”.

The Daniel Fast:
Daniel 10:2-3 (NET)
“In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for three whole weeks. I ate no choice food;
no meat or wine came to my lips, nor did I anoint myself with oil [lotions] until the
end of those three weeks.”
1. During waking hours on Mondays, you will consume no meat, alcohol, or “choice
foods”. (In other words, don't eat the foods you want. Eat healthy, simple foods that
are not your favorite things. Choose something that will provide nutrition, but not
what your flesh wants. Use modest portions)
2. No lotions (In other words, don't pamper yourself. Decide beforehand what this
means for you.)
3. Drinks & Liquids— Same as above.
Don't Pray Like A Hypocrite
Matthew 6:1, 5-6
“Be careful not to display your righteousness merely to be seen by people. Otherwise
you have no reward with your Father in heaven... Whenever you pray, do not be like
the hypocrites, because they love to pray while standing in synagogues and on street
corners so that people can see them. Truly I say to you, they have their reward. But
whenever you pray, go into your room, close the door, and pray to your Father in
secret. And your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.”
Don't Fast Like A Pharisee
Matthew 6:16-18 Proper Fasting
“When you fast, do not look sullen like the hypocrites, for they make their faces
unattractive so that people will see them fasting. I tell you the truth, they have their
reward. When you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not
be obvious to others when you are fasting, but only to your Father who is in secret.
And your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.”
{5}
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When
1.
2.
3.

we fast:
Don't tell anyone about it unnecessarily
Don't post about fasting
If you want to invite someone to join you, don't invite them to “prayer & fasting on
Mondays”— that's just a cheap way for your flesh to get some credit! (Sneaky, huh?)
Instead, just invite them to discipleship at The Dallas Morning Show. They'll figure it
out from there.
4. Don't give an indication by your demeanor that you're uncomfortable: smile and
praise the Lord. Don't be short or grumpy. Be nice to your family.
5. Don't make your fasting anyone else's business. Don't make it anyone else's problem.
And don't be discouraged if you fall down— just get back up and try again!
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Week 2 | How To Have Church In The End Times
Day 7 | Tuesday

How To Receive the Baptism Of The Holy Spirit

 Daily Notecard
“I baptize you with water, for repentance, but the one coming after me is more
powerful than I am – I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire.” Matthew 3:11 (NET)

 VIewer GuIde

Read Your Bible!

Focus Scripture



To LISTEN to your assignment

Acts 2:38-39 (NET) | The Holy Spirit Is Promised

□

John, chapter 16

“Peter said to them, 'Repent, and each one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your
children, and for all who are far away, as many as the
Lord our God will call to himself.'”

□

Acts, chapter 5

□

Acts, chapter 6

➔ 

or read online CLICK HERE.

Read or listen to Acts 2:1-8, 12-21, 33-38

I. How The Early Church Received The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit
A. They received Jesus' promise that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit
B. They followed Jesus' instruction to wait in Jerusalem until they received it. In
anticipation of this gift from the Father, they devoted themselves to prayer.
i. Acts 1:14 (NET)
“All these continued together in prayer with one mind, together with the
women, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.”
II. What Happened When They Received It
A. The house was filled with the sound of a violent wind.
B. Tongues of fire rested on them and they were filled with the Holy Spirit.
C. Each of them began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
{1}
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Day 7 | Tuesday (continued)

 V I e w e r G u I d e (cont.)
III. This Gave Them Power To Effectively Communicate The Gospel
A. They were able to meet people where they were, by preaching the Gospel to
them in their native tongues.
B. The Holy Spirit gave understanding to the hearers, so that they were cut to the
heart with conviction.
C. The ultimate effect of this communication was that thousands were moved to
repentance and a life of obedience to Jesus Christ
IV. Speaking by the power of the Holy Spirit, we say what God wants us to say, how
God wants us to say it.
A. John 12:49 (NIV)
“For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded
me what to say and how to say it.”
➔

 Read or listen to Isaiah 6:5-8

To speak God's holy words, we must be purified from our own.

V. How Do I Receive The Gift Of The Holy Spirit?
A. Come to Jesus, and believe in Him
John 7:37-39 (NET)
“On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood up and shouted out,
'If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me, and let the one who believes in me
drink. Just as the scripture says, “From within him will flow rivers of living
water.”' (Now he said this about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were
going to receive, for the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.)”
B. Repent and be baptized
Acts 2:38-39 (NET)
“Peter said to them, 'Repent, and each one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far
away, as many as the Lord our God will call to himself.'”
➢ If you want to receive baptism in the Holy Spirit, you go to

{2}

. (see 12:15)
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Day 7 | Tuesday (continued)
C. Obey Jesus
i. John 14:15-16 (NET)
“If you love me, you will obey my commandments. Then I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate to be with you forever...”
ii. Acts 5:32 (NET)
“And we are witnesses of these events, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has
given to those who obey him.”
➢ Jesus asks the Father to give you the Holy Spirit when you
His commandments.
VI. Is Speaking In Tongues The Evidence Of The Baptism In The Holy Spirit?
A. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 30-31 (NET)
“Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are different
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are different results, but the same God
who produces all of them in everyone...Not all have gifts of healing, do they? Not
all speak in tongues, do they? Not all interpret, do they? But you should be eager
for the greater gifts.”



We do see frequently, when people were baptized in the Holy Spirit, that they did
speak in
, but that is just … one of the
that accompanies the baptism in the Holy Spirit. (see 13:07)
B. Matthew 16:4a (NIV)
“A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous sign...”



We don't want to be seeking a
or a miracle. What we need to be seeking is the
living on the inside of us, a continuous

that God has come down— or a feeling,
thing: having God's Spirit
of water. (see 13:39)

➢ Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not a mystical process— you are
that you will receive it. (see 10:54)

{3}
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Day 7 | Tuesday (continued)
VII.

Baptism By Water & By The Holy Spirit/ Fire
A. John's Baptism (water)/ Jesus' Baptism (Holy Spirit/ Fire)
i. Matthew 3:11-12 (NET)
“I baptize you with water, for repentance, but the one coming after me is
more powerful than I am – I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clean out his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with inextinguishable fire.”
C. Born of Flesh (water)/ Born of the Spirit
i. John 3:3-8 (NET)
“Jesus replied, 'I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born from
above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.' Nicodemus said to him, 'How can
a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter his mother’s womb and be
born a second time, can he?' Jesus answered, 'I tell you the solemn truth,
unless a person is born of water and spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must all be born from above.’ The
wind blows wherever it will, and you hear the sound it makes, but do not
know where it comes from and where it is going. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.”
D. Jesus' Two Baptism Experiences— Water, & Spirit/Fire
i. Matthew 3:13-15 (NET)
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized by him in the Jordan
River. But John tried to prevent him, saying, 'I need to be baptized by you,
and yet you come to me?' So Jesus replied to him, 'Let it happen now, for it is
right for us to fulfill all righteousness.' Then John yielded to him.”



So Jesus gave us the
gave an example of being baptized in

of being baptized in water— but, he also
. (see 16:43)

ii. Mark 10:35-40 (NET)
“Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and said, 'Teacher,
we want you to do for us whatever we ask.' He said to them, 'What do you
want me to do for you?' They said to him, 'Permit one of us to sit at your right
hand and the other at your left in your glory.' But Jesus said to them, 'You
don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink the cup I drink or be
baptized with the baptism I experience?' They said to him, 'We are able.' Then
Jesus said to them, 'You will drink the cup I drink, and you will be baptized
with the baptism I experience, but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine
to give. It is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
{4}
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Day 7 | Tuesday (continued)


Notice that Jesus just identified where He was going to undergo His second
(baptism in the Holy Spirit)— whenever He drank the
cup that His Father was going to give to Him. That
was specifically
the cup of the
he would endure on the cross. (see 17:31)
iii.

Matthew 26:39 (NET)
“Going a little farther, he threw himself down with his face to the ground
and prayed, 'My Father, if possible, let this cup pass from me! Yet not what
I will, but what you will.'”
iv. 1 Corinthians 11:25-26 (NET)
“In the same way, he also took the cup after supper, saying, 'This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, every time you drink it, in remembrance
of me.' For every time you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.”

 Jesus told His disciples, Yes, you have to be baptized with this same baptism, you have

to drink from this same
. This is the cup of suffering, it is the cup of taking
up your
when God says, I know you want to keep your life, but now
is the time to lay it down. This is what
means when He is talking
about being baptized with the Holy Spirit. (see 18:08)
VIII.

Why Two Baptisms?— Our Part & God's Part

➢ Water baptism is something that can be done by humans— it was something John
could do. It is a baptism of repentance— a commitment that we make to God.
Baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire, on the other hand, is a gift that can only be
given by God through His Son, Jesus Christ.
A. Your Part: Water Baptism
i. 1 Peter 3:21 (NIV)
“...and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you alsonot the removal
of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards God. It
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
ii. John 8:34 (NET)
“Jesus answered them, 'I tell you the solemn truth, everyone who practices
sin is a slave of sin.'”
{5}
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Day 7 | Tuesday (continued)
 When sin has control over you, it's your

. So God, before He
can rescue you from the power of that sin, has to know that you really don't
to be with that old “lover” anymore— He needs to know you don't want to
that other “god” anymore. Water baptism shows that you're committed to turning away
from your sin— it's the pledge of a good conscience toward Him. (see 19:21)
B. God's Part: Baptism With The Holy Spirit/ Fire
➢ Once you're committed to trusting Jesus to save you from sin and the death it brings,
Jesus gives you the the power that you never had before— the power of the Holy
Spirit.
i. 2 Timothy 1:7 (NET)
“For God did not give us a Spirit of fear but of power and love and selfcontrol.”
ii. Romans 8:13 (NET)
“...(for if you live according to the flesh, you will die), but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body you will live.”

 The Holy Spirit gives us power and

. It gives us power
to overcome sin by teaching us that we can make a decision to submit to God's will when
He says, “You have to take up your cross and follow me.” (see 19:57)
iii.
Matthew 16:24 (NIV)
“Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.'”

 Taking up your cross means you have to

to God's will when
it hurts really bad, and when it costs you everything. (see 22:00) If you want to make it all
the way, you've got to go all the way with Jesus— all the way to the
.
Because what he's saving you from is
. You can repent of your sin and still
be in bondage to it. But as long as you are in bondage to sin, it's going to
you.
That's why Jesus came to save you from it. The wages of sin is
, so
unless you are cleansed of that sin, you can't go to heaven, you can't be saved— you can't
from death. (see 22:28)
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Day 7 | Tuesday (continued)
IX. From Pain To Power
A. The disciples had a dramatic transformation in a short time— From sitting in a
locked room when Jesus was killed, afraid of the authorities, to boldly
proclaiming His message regardless of the consequences.
i. John 20:19 (NET)
“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the disciples had
gathered together and locked the doors of the place because they were afraid
of the Jewish leaders.”
ii. Acts 4:13, 18-21a (NET)
“When [the Jewish leaders] saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
discovered that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed
and recognized these men had been with Jesus...And they called them in and
ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and
John replied, 'Whether it is right before God to obey you rather than God, you
decide, for it is impossible for us not to speak about what we have seen and
heard.' After threatening them further, they released them...”
➢ Question: Where did the disciples get this new power and courage, when they had
been so weak and afraid??
Answer: The Holy Spirit.
iii.

Acts 4:31 (NET)
“When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together
was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak the word of God courageously.”

B. Jesus met the disciples where they were— in their weakness and fear— and
gave them the faith and the courage to keep going. Little did they know that He
was leading them step by step to a place of power: the day of Pentecost, and
their own baptism in the Holy Spirit.
i. John 20:19-20, 26-27 (NET)
“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the disciples had
gathered together and locked the doors of the place because they were afraid
of the Jewish leaders. Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
'Peace be with you.' When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord...Eight days later
the disciples were again together in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
'Peace be with you!' Then he said to Thomas, 'Put your finger here, and
examine my hands. Extend your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue
in your unbelief, but believe.'
{7}
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Day 7 | Tuesday (continued)
C. Jesus Is Our Pioneer
i. Hebrews 12:2-3 (NET)
“...keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
For the joy set out for him he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. Think of him who
endured such opposition against himself by sinners, so that you may not grow
weary in your souls and give up.”
➢ Two portraits of the baptism with the Holy Spirit & fire— the pain and the power:
1. Jesus in the garden/ on the cross
2. The Day of Pentecost

 Fire is

when you're in the middle of it, but it is
when it's setting you on fire from the inside. (see 31:52)

 You can move forward without

once you've been through the pain of
this death. Why? Because you've already decided that this life is an investment. As long as
you're trying to hang on to your old
, you're still going to be huddled
in that room with the door locked. When you decide that you're going to drink from the
same
as Jesus, you are going to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
This is a promise, and it's going to happen to you. (see 32:13)

Where's THAT in the

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit | Acts 1:4-5
Followers pray in upper room | Acts 1:14
End times revival | Matthew 25:13
Day of Pentecost | Acts 2:1-8, 12-21, 33-38
Dissension because of Jesus | John 7:43
Scriptures
Israel rejects a humble Messiah | Isaiah 53
One spirit/ one Body | 1 Corinthians 12:1-31
Jesus speaks God's words | John 12:49
You will receive the Holy Spirit | Acts 2:38-39
Spirit promised to those who obey | Acts 5:32
Jesus gives living water | John 7:37-39
Holy Spirit gives power to speak courageously | Acts 4:31
Adulterous generation seek sign | Matthew 16:4
Baptism in water and fire | Matthew 3:11-15
Born of water and the Spirit | John 3:3-8
Walk as Jesus walked | 1 John 2:6
Jesus baptized in the Holy Spirit | Mark 10:35-40
Not my will/ your will | Matthew 26:39
Cup of new covenant |1 Corinthians 11:25-26

Bible?
used in today's
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Spirit gives power/ self-control | 2 Tim 1:7
Grace not a license to sin | Jude 1:4
Can't serve God & Mammon | Matt 6:24
Resurrection of the dry bones | Ez 37
Practice sin/ slave to sin | John 8:34
message
Jesus, our pioneer | Hebrews 12:1-3
Coal Purifies Isaiah's Tongue | Is 6:5-8
Jesus Spoke God's Words Only | John 12:49
The Father will send the Advocate | John 14:15-16
Take up cross/ follow Jesus | Matt 16:24
The courage of Peter and John | Acts 4:13-21
Peter willing to die with Jesus | Luke 22:3
Thomas willing to die with Jesus | John 11:7-16
Disciples afraid until Jesus appears | John 20:19-29
Jesus shows himself to disciples | John 20:19-31
Wake up O sleeper | Ephesians 5:14
Jesus tempted in every way | Hebrews 4:15
Jesus rebukes disciples for unbelief | Mark 16:14
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Week 2 | How To Have Church In The End Times
Day 8 | Wednesday

How To Fellowship Like the Acts Church

 Daily Notecard
“The group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and no one said that
any of his possessions was his own, but everything was held in common. With great
power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
great grace was on them all.” Acts 4:32-33 (NET)

 VIewer GuIde

Read Your Bible!

Focus Scripture
Acts 2:42-47 (NET) | Fellowship Of Early Believers



To LISTEN to your assignment

□

John, chapter 17

or read online CLICK HERE.

□ Acts, chapter 7
“They were devoting themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
□ Acts, chapter 8
and to prayer. Reverential awe came over everyone,
and many wonders and miraculous signs came about by
the apostles. All who believed were together and held
everything in common, and they began selling their property and possessions and
distributing the proceeds to everyone, as anyone had need. Every day they continued to
gather together by common consent in the temple courts, breaking bread from house to
house, sharing their food with glad and humble hearts, praising God and having the good
will of all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number every day those who were
being saved.”
I. The Teachings Of Jesus Christ And The Apostles
A. The teachings of the apostles are the teachings of Jesus Christ, which He
entrusted to them.
i. Matthew 10:5a, 27 (NET)
“Jesus sent out these twelve, instructing them as follows...What I say to you
in the dark, tell in the light, and what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from
the housetops.”
{1}
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 V I e w e r G u I d e (cont.)

B. Devoting ourselves to this teaching means:
i. Finding out what Jesus commands
a) Acts 2:42 (NET)
“They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”

 So the first thing you're going to do as a Home Bible Group is devote yourselves to the

of Jesus Christ and the apostles. As a group and as individuals,
you are going to find ways to incorporate more of God's
into your
week, and into your day. (see 2:36, 2:47)
ii. Putting it into practice
a) Matthew 22:37-40 (NET)
“Jesus said to him, 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. The
second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the law and the prophets
depend on these two commandments.”

 You live out the teaching in the way that you treat God, and in the way you treat
other people. (see 3:13)

C. Jesus summarizes these commands, making them easy to understand, even for
the simple.
i. John 13:34-35 (NET)
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.”
D. Jesus teaches by example.
➢ Jesus gave us the ultimate example of love by making Himself low & laying down his
life for us.
i. Romans 5:8 (NET)
““But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.”
ii. Romans 5:10 (NET)
“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death
of his Son, how much more, since we have been reconciled, will we be saved
by his life?”
{2}
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iii.
Philippians 2:5-11 (NET)
“You should have the same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had,
who though he existed in the form of God did not regard equality with God as
something to be grasped, but emptied himself by taking on the form of a
slave, by looking like other men, and by sharing in human nature. He humbled
himself, by becoming obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross!
As a result God exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow— in heaven and on earth and
under the earth— and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the
glory of God the Father.”
iv. 1 John 3:16-17 (NET)
“We have come to know love by this: that Jesus laid down his life for us; thus
we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians. But whoever has the
world’s possessions and sees his fellow Christian in need and shuts off his
compassion against him, how can the love of God reside in such a person?”
E. Jesus shows us the difference between God's love and human love.
i. Luke 6:32-35 (NET)
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those
from whom you hope to be repaid, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, so that they may be repaid in full. But love your enemies, and
do good, and lend, expecting nothing back. Then your reward will be great,
and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to ungrateful and
evil people. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

 When we talk about

ourselves to the teachings of Jesus, we
are learning the specifics of how we live out this
— how
we get the faith to do it, how we get the wisdom to do it, how we get the
to do it, and where we get the motivation to do it. (see 4:36)

 What we are learning how to do is to love Jesus, and to show that love
by loving one another. (see 9:09)

{3}
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II. Two things that stand in the way: Greed & Fear
A. Hating Mammon: Jesus' antidote for greed
i. Matthew 6:19-24 (NET)
“Do not accumulate for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But accumulate for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
The eye is the lamp of the body. If then your eye is healthy, your whole body
will be full of light. But if your eye is diseased, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No
one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and money.”

 What Jesus does here is he

our double-mindedness by saying,
Look, there is no gray area— either you hate
or you
me. You're going to have to make a decision
where your treasure is going to be. (see 12:19)
ii. Your heart can't be with God and the world at the same time.
a) Colossians 3:5 (NET)
“So put to death whatever in your nature belongs to the earth: sexual
immorality, impurity, shameful passion, evil desire, and greed which is
idolatry.”
b) Isaiah 42:8 (NET)
“I am the Lord! That is my name! I will not share my glory with anyone
else, or the praise due me with idols.”
c) James 4:4 (NET)
“Adulterers, do you not know that friendship with the world means
hostility toward God? So whoever decides to be the world’s friend makes
himself God’s enemy.”

 So Jesus is teaching you how to overcome

. You're going to do it
by refusing to be
-minded— by making a conscience decision that
you are not going to store up things for yourself in this world...you're going to
be looking for that heavenly
— and that is going to enable
you to be generous. (see 14:34)

{4}
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B. Trusting God: Jesus' antidote for fear
i.  Read or listen to Luke 12:22-34

 Jesus overcomes fear by giving us a

, and then we have a
choice. We can believe the fear or we can believe the promise. (see 17:55)
ii. The result of obedience to these commands is displayed in the early
church. In the book of Acts, we see a completely different economy at
work: the economy of God's kingdom.
a) Acts 4:32-37 (NET)
“The group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and no one
said that any of his possessions was his own, but everything was held in
common. With great power the apostles were giving testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all. For there
was no one needy among them, because those who were owners of land or
houses were selling them and bringing the proceeds from the sales and
placing them at the apostles’ feet. The proceeds were distributed to each,
as anyone had need. So Joseph, a Levite who was a native of Cyprus,
called by the apostles Barnabas (which is translated 'son of
encouragement'), sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money
and placed it at the apostles’ feet.”
C. The Economy Of The World vs. The Economy Of God
i. The world says, “Sow and reap, earn your keep. Store up in barns, and then
maybe you'll have enough for yourself.” In this system of Mammon (money),
you have to prove that you're worthy to have your needs met.
ii. God says, “Seek first my kingdom, and these things will be given to you as
well.” In the kingdom of heaven, God promises that everyone's needs are
met. Not because we're worthy, not because of our good works, but because
of God's mercy, grace, generosity, and love. This information does several
things:
a) It tears down your pride.
• Ephesians 2:8-9 (NET)
“For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so that no one can
boast.”
b) It tears down the anxiety and worry which comes from thinking that you
have to establish our own worth in order to get what you need. God
showed us we were worth so much that he allowed His Son to die for us—
He bought our lives with His own blood! How can we add anything to our
worth by the works that we do? How could we be worth any more?
{5}
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•

1 Peter 1:18-19 (NET)
“You know that from your empty way of life inherited from your
ancestors you were ransomed – not by perishable things like silver or
gold, but by precious blood like that of an unblemished and spotless
lamb, namely Christ.”

c) It gives you the freedom to work hard for the sake of God's kingdom,
trusting that He will take care of your needs day by day.

 God is going to tell you to do things that don't make

in
the economy of the
. When He tells you that if you see a brother
in need, you are to take care of that need today— you're not to worry about tomorrow—
that is something that requires a supernatural
,
and great
. (see 20:49)
III.

Supernatural Generosity
A. This is what God is instructing you to do: Express a supernatural love through
sacrificial giving. You do this by:
i. Giving to God to support His kingdom work: Financially support the people
God has sent.
ii. Giving to others: Make it your business to take care of your brothers' needs,
and to love your neighbor.
B. How the Acts church handled money
i. Acts 4:32-35 (NET)
“The group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and no one
said that any of his possessions was his own, but everything was held in
common. With great power the apostles were giving testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all. For there was
no one needy among them, because those who were owners of land or houses
were selling them and bringing the proceeds from the sales and placing them
at the apostles’ feet. The proceeds were distributed to each, as anyone had
need.”

{6}
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C. In the Acts church, the people laid down their money (offerings) at the feet of
those whom God had sent to proclaim to them the teachings of Jesus, and to
train them in the ways of Jesus.
i. The people entrusted with the money were the people who had learned not
to store up treasures for themselves— leaders who lived modest lifestyles, and
modeled a life free from greed.
a) Luke 16:10 (NET)
“The one who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and the one
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.”
b) 1 Peter 5:2-3 (NET)
“Give a shepherd’s care to God’s flock among you, exercising oversight not
merely as a duty but willingly under God’s direction, not for shameful profit
but eagerly. And do not lord it over those entrusted to you, but be examples
to the flock.”
c) 1 Timothy 6:6-8 (NET)
“Now godliness combined with contentment brings great profit. For we have
brought nothing into this world and so we cannot take a single thing out
either. But if we have food and shelter, we will be satisfied with that.”
ii. The Bible commands us to give the same way today: to sell our possessions—
even large investments such as lands and houses— in order to fund kingdom
work. This includes taking care of the poor, preaching the gospel, and paying
the church leaders a fair wage.
a) 1 Timothy 5:17-18 (NET)
“Elders who provide effective leadership must be counted worthy of
double honor, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching.
For the scripture says, 'Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the
grain,' and, 'The worker deserves his pay.'”
b) Galatians 6:6 (NET)
“Now the one who receives instruction in the word must share all good
things with the one who teaches ”
iii.
We are to give generously— not under compulsion, but freely.
a) 2 Corinthians 8:8-12 (NET)
“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by
comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. And here is my
advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the
first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. Now finish the
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your
completion of it, according to your means. For if the willingness is there,
the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he
does not have.”
{7}
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iv. Equality is the goal of our giving.
a) 2 Corinthians 8:13-14
“For I do not say this so there would be relief for others and suffering for
you, but as a matter of equality. At the present time, your abundance will
meet their need, so that one day their abundance may also meet your
need, and thus there may be equality,”

 Because of the fact that people were willing to give

,
there was equality among them, and there were no
among
them. Yes, it did mean that those who had more had to be willing to do with
than they were used to, or less than they wanted, or less than
they could have if they wanted to be selfish. The trade-off was that they had
a
community where all the members had what they needed,
and they were all able to grow up together. (see 28:11)

b) 2 Corinthians 9:6-10
“My point is this: The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. Each one of
you should give just as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, because God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make
all grace overflow to you so that because you have enough of everything in
every way at all times, you will overflow in every good work. Just as it is
written, “He has scattered widely, he has given to the poor; his
righteousness remains forever.” Now God who provides seed for the
sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your supply of seed and
will cause the harvest of your righteousness to grow.

 It's important to establish the fact that giving is a lifestyle. (see 29:43)

{8}
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IV.Conclusion: How To Fellowship Like The Acts Church
A. Give to the kingdom:
i. As individuals
ii. As a group
iii.

Make commitments, and keep them

B. Take care of each other's needs
i. All of our possessions are now kingdom assets.
ii. We use our possessions to advance the kingdom, to take care of our brothers
and sisters, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.
iii.

We advance the kingdom by starting at home and working outward.
a) Family
b) Brothers/ Sisters/ neighbors
c) The world

 We're going to start by taking care of our

members— by
taking care of our brothers and sisters, people that God has placed in our path. Those are
our
. And THEN we're going to learn how to go out
into all the world, but we're going to do it with the strength that happens whenever we
have a
in which we are taking care of one another.
When we have that economy going on, we can do great and amazing things. (see 33:19)

Where's THAT in the

The Acts church| Acts 2:42-47
Everything in common | Acts 4:32-37
Proclaim from the rooftops | Matt. 10:27
Freely received, freely give | Matt. 10:8
Proclaim from the rooftop | Matt.10:27
Scriptures
Greatest commandment | Matt. 22:37-40
Jesus new command | John 13:34-35
God reveals things to children | Matt.11:25
Consider other more important | Philippians 2:3
Jesus laid down His life | I John 3:16-17
Jesus lowered Himself | Philippians 2:4-11
Who would die for a sinner? | Rom. 5:6-8
Reconciled while we were God's enemies | Rom. 5:10
Overcome evil with good | Romans 12:21
We must walk as Jesus walked | 1 John 2:6
Loving=Living in the Light | 1 John 2:9-10
Store up treasures in heaven | Matthew 6:19-24
Hate God or hate Money | Matthew 6:24

Friendship w/world | James 4:4
Greed=idolatry | Col.3:5
God won't share glory | Is. 42:8
Don't preach for profit | 1 Peter 5:2-3
Don't worry | Luke 12:22-34
today's message
Giving eagerly | 2 Cor. 8:8-12
Jesus laid down life | 1 John 3:16-17
Saved by Grace | Ephesians 2:8-9
If you love those who love you | Luke 6:32-35
The Blood of the Lamb | 1 Peter 1:18-19
Faithful w/ little/ faithful w/ a lot| Luke 16:10
God sends sun & rain for wicked & righteous | Matt. 5:45
Food, clothing, & shelter | 1 Tim. 6:6-8
Elders worthy of double honor | 1 Tim. 5:17-18
Share good things with teacher | Gal. 6:6
If you keep your life, you'll lose it | Mark 8:35
Generosity brings equality | 2 Corinthians 8:13-14
Giving generously | 2 Corinthians 9:6-10

Bible?

used in
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How To Fellowship Like the Acts Church

 Daily Notecard
“Then he took bread, and after giving thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying,
'This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.' And in the
same way he took the cup after they had eaten, saying, 'This cup that is poured out
for you is the new covenant in my blood.'” Luke 22:19-20 (NET)

 VIewer GuIde

Read Your Bible!
To LISTEN to your assignment

Focus Scripture



1 Corinthians 11:29-30 (NIV) | Recognizing The Body

□

John, chapter 18

□

Acts, chapter 9

□

Acts, chapter 10

“A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the
bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and
drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats
and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many
among you are weak and sick, and a number of you
have fallen asleep.””

or read online CLICK HERE.

 Read or listen to 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
I. Partaking of the Lord's Supper is something that Jesus commanded us to do
A. Luke 22:19-20 (NET)
“Then he took bread, and after giving thanks he broke it and gave it to them,
saying, 'This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.'
And in the same way he took the cup after they had eaten, saying, 'This cup that
is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.'”

{1}
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 V I e w e r G u I d e (cont.)
II. The Lord's supper is designed to emphasize unity. Each member would eat from
the same loaf, and drink from the same cup in acknowledgment that they were all
parts of one body— the Body of Christ.
A. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (NIV)
“Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the
blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of
Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all
share the one loaf.”
III.

In 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, Paul rebukes the Corinthian church for celebrating
the Lord's Supper (communion) incorrectly. What were they doing wrong?
A. They weren't doing it together— they were starting without each other
i. 1 Corinthians 11:20-21a (NIV)
“So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, for
when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As
a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. ”
B. They were excluding— and even dishonoring— certain people in the Body.
C. 1 Corinthians 11:22 (NIV)
i. “Don't you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of
God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I
praise you? Certainly not in this matter!”

 The people who were left out— who were not being treated with

,
who were not given a
, who were left hungry while other
church members were feasting— the people who were being treated this way
were the
...they weren't recognizing that these people were
legitimate
of the body. (see 15:49)
ii. 1 Corinthians 11:29-20 (NET)
“For the one who eats and drinks without careful regard for the body eats and
drinks judgment against himself. That is why many of you are weak and sick,
and quite a few are dead.”

 You can't have a partial Body and be

— If we're not
together, if we cut part of our body out, if we try to do some things without the whole
body intact— there is going to be sickness, weakness, and even death. (see 14:59)

{2}
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IV. In the Body, unity between groups that are typically divided— e.g. the poor & the
rich, or the weak & the strong— comes through obedience to God's wisdom.
A. Isaiah 40:4-5 (NET)
“Every valley must be elevated, and every mountain and hill leveled. The rough
terrain will become a level plain, the rugged landscape a wide valley. The
splendor of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it at the same
time. For the LORD has decreed it.”
B. 1 Corinthians 12:21-25 (NET)
“The eye cannot say to the hand, 'I do not need you,' nor in turn can the head say
to the foot, 'I do not need you.' On the contrary, those members that seem to be
weaker are essential, and those members we consider less honorable we clothe
with greater honor, and our unpresentable members are clothed with dignity, but
our presentable members do not need this. Instead, God has blended together
the body, giving greater honor to the lesser member, so that there may be no
division in the body, but the members may have mutual concern for one another.”
C. Matthew 23:12 (NET)
“And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will
be exalted.”
➢ God's wisdom says that unity is achieved by establishing equality. We do this by
leveling out the playing field— lifting up the poor & the weak, while allowing the
rich & the strong to humble themselves by taking a lower position.
V. Other Divisions In The Body
A. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NET)
“I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. My brothers
and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are
quarrels among you. What I mean is this: One of you says, 'I follow Paul'; another,
'I follow Apollos'; another, 'I follow Cephas'; still another, 'I follow Christ.' Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul?”

 The purpose of communion is to get back to that foundation: What is it that we really

? What is it that really is important? And that is Christ, that He
died for us. That is the purpose of the breaking of the
. (see 17:30)
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VI.

Recognizing The Body Of Christ
A. 1 Corinthians 11:29-30 (NIV)
“A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the
cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord
eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many among you are weak and
sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.”
B. The Body Of Christ = The Church
i. Ephesians 1:23 (NET)
“Now the church is [Christ's] body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”
ii. Ephesians 5:22 (NET)
“...because the husband is the head of the wife as also Christ is the head of
the church— he himself being the savior of the body.”
iii.
Romans 12:5 (NET)
“...so we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members who belong to one another.”
iv. John 13:35 (NIV)
“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

 During communion, as each person

on themselves, do
we really take the time to look at how we view other members of the Body? Do we really
rejoice with them when they rejoice? And suffer with them when they suffer? That's a place
of judgment for ourselves as to how
we are in the Body. (see 18:37)
✔
Check Yourself | When you take communion and “reflect on yourself”, is it a self-centered
exercise? How can you change your focus to be sure that you're recognizing the other members of
Christ's body? What action can you take to begin to give honor to the lesser members of the church?
VII.
An Unworthy Manner
A. 1 Corinthians 11:27 (NET)
“For this reason, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.”
•

What makes a person unworthy of partaking of the body and blood of Christ?
 Being poor
 Believing in a different doctrine than their brother
 Excluding the other members of the body
{4}
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B. The Difference That Makes A Difference
i. 1 Corinthians 11:17-19 (NIV)
“In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do
more harm than good. In the first place, I hear that when you come together
as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. No
doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have
God’s approval.”

 We aren't to have

among us as brothers and sisters. But when
someone is divisive, it's important that that comes to light so that we can show where God's
is. (see 22:37) When divisive people come in— people who
don't recognize the Body, who come to rip one member from another— that's a disease, and
we can't have that in the Body. This is why it's necessary to discern the “difference”
between those who are willing to live in unity, and those who are divisive. (see 24:54)

ii. Titus 3:10 (NIV)
“Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that,
have nothing to do with him.”

 There are going to be things in the Bible that we understand differently. But if we have

the same
, that's where we can draw our unity from. When
we start to get into things that
, we can come back to communion,
and that can draw us back together. (see 26:13)
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VIII.
The Intimacy Of The Body
A. The word for communion is koinonia.

koinonia <2842>
Definition:
1) fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation,
intercourse
1a) the share which one has in anything, participation
1b) intercourse, fellowship, intimacy
1b1) the right hand as a sign and pledge of fellowship
(in fulfilling the apostolic office)
1c) a gift jointly contributed, a collection, a contribution,
as exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship

 As we take communion, yes, there is an

part to it.
between you and Christ,
. (see 26:41)

But extend it and remember...this is not just a
but it's also a love between you and Christ's

Where's THAT in the

Dry bones come together | Ez. 37:1-14
Doers of the Word | James 1:22
Wake up O Sleeper | Eph. 5:14
Children of Abraham | Gal3:6-14
Scriptures
Ten virgins | Matthew 25:1-13
Gentile believers grafted in | Rom 13:11-24
Different members/ one Body | 1 Corinthians 12
Body's growth is from God | Colossians 2:19
From Christ the Body grows | Ephesians 4:16
One loaf, one Body | 1 Corinthians 10:16-17
Communion instructions | 1 Cor 11:17-34

Bible?

used in today's
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Divisions in the Body | 1 Cor1:10-13
Exalted humbled | Matt 23:12
The Lord's Supper | Luke 22:19-20
The Church is Christ's Body | Eph.1:23
message
Christ Head of the church | Eph. 5:22
Know you by your love | John 13:35
Reject the divisive person | John 13:35
Reject the divisive person | Titus 3:10
We belong to each other | Romans 12:5
Valleys exalted/ mountains humbled | Isaiah 40:4-5

The Dallas Morning Show

Week 2

Week 2 | How To Have Church In The End Times
Day 10 | Friday

Casting Your Net O The Other Side: Fishing Tips From Jesus

 Daily Notecard
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20a (NET)

 VIewer GuIde

Read Your Bible!

Focus Scripture
Luke 5:4-11 (NET) | Cast Your Nets On The Other Side



To LISTEN to your assignment

□

John, chapter 19

or read online CLICK HERE.

“When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 'Put
□ Acts, chapter 11
out into the deep water and lower your nets for a
catch.' Simon answered, 'Master, we worked hard all
□ Acts, chapter 12
night and caught nothing! But at your word I will lower
the nets.' When they had done this, they caught so
many fish that their nets started to tear. So they
motioned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and
filled both boats, so that they were about to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 'Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!' For Peter and
all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so
were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who were Simon’s business partners. Then Jesus said
to Simon, 'Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.' So when they had
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.”

 When Jesus gives us this promise that He's going to make us fishers of
that He will also give us

in that endeavor. (see 4:43)
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Week 2

Day 10 | Friday (continued)

 V I e w e r G u I d e (cont.)
I. Jesus Tells Us Where To Fish
A. Luke 14:12-24 (NET)
“He said also to the man who had invited him, 'When you host a dinner or a
banquet, don’t invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors so you can be invited by them in return and get repaid. But when you
host an elaborate meal, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.
Then you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous.'
When one of those at the meal with Jesus heard this, he said to him, 'Blessed is
everyone who will feast in the kingdom of God!' But Jesus said to him, 'A man
once gave a great banquet and invited many guests. At the time for the banquet
he sent his slave to tell those who had been invited, “Come, because everything
is now ready.” But one after another they all began to make excuses. The first
said to him, “I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please excuse
me.” Another said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going out to
examine them. Please excuse me.” Another said, “I just got married, and I cannot
come.” So the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then the master
of the household was furious and said to his slave, “Go out quickly to the streets
and alleys of the city, and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the
lame.” Then the slave said, 'Sir, what you instructed has been done, and there is
still room.” So the master said to his slave, “Go out to the highways and country
roads and urge people to come in, so that my house will be filled. For I tell you,
not one of those individuals who were invited will taste my banquet!'”
i. It's a privilege to be invited into God's house.
a) Psalm 84:10 (NET)
“Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of
the wicked.”
ii. The people who rejected this great privilege were deemed by the master to
be unworthy, and he swore they would never taste of his banquet.
B. Luke 14:26-27, 33 (NET)
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, and wife
and children, and brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple...In the same way therefore not one of you can be my disciple if he does
not renounce all his own possessions.”
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Day 10 | Friday (continued)

 Jesus has called us to make

of all nations. Being a disciple
means doing what the apostles did. When Jesus called them, they
everything immediately in order to ollow Jesus. That's the cost of partaking of this great
feast, of being part of this
. (see 9:35)
➢ Just like Jesus told Simon, “Go lower your nets”, He is going to show you where
you can lower your nets and have the same results. Jesus gives us the key: He
tells us where to find people with the faith to leave everything and follow
Jesus.”
C. Good Fishin'/ Bad Fishin'
i. James 2:5 (NET)
“Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! Did not God choose the poor in the
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to
those who love him?”
D. Mark 10:25-31 (NET)
“'It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person
to enter the kingdom of God.' They were even more astonished and said to one
another, 'Then who can be saved?' Jesus looked at them and replied, 'This is
impossible for mere humans, but not for God; all things are possible for God.'
Peter began to speak to him, 'Look, we have left everything to follow you! Jesus
said, 'I tell you the truth, there is no one who has left home or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the
gospel who will not receive in this age a hundred times as much— homes,
brothers, sisters, mothers, children, fields, all with persecutions— and in the age
to come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.'”

 This is the point of the parable of the banquet. The master invited everybody, but the

ones who were
, the ones who were invested in their own lives,
they did not value His kingdom because they
their own lives
more. That's why Jesus said, Hey, if you're not willing to leave all that stuff in order to
come and follow me, you're not
of me. (see 12:38)
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Day 10 | Friday (continued)
II. Looking Through God's Eyes
A. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 (NET)
“But God chose what the world thinks foolish to shame the wise, and God chose
what the world thinks weak to shame the strong. God chose what is low and
despised in the world, what is regarded as nothing, to set aside what is regarded
as something, so that no one can boast in his presence.”
B. Job 1:21b (NET)
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will return there. The Lord
gives, and the Lord takes away. May the name of the Lord be blessed!”
C. 1 Corinthians 4:7 (NLT)
“What makes you better than anyone else? What do you have that God hasn't
given you? And if all you have is from God, why boast as though you have
accomplished something on your own?”

 If we have knowledge or

, wisdom, or any kind of talent, it's
because God gave it to us. And the same God who gave you those things created the person
who does not have those things. He created them
, and gave
them one very special
. He has placed them in a
position in life that is going to make it easier to
in God, because
they don't have the option of trusting in themselves and their own money. (see 14:16)
D. Luke 6:20 (NET)
“Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 'Blessed are you who are poor, for
the kingdom of God belongs to you.'”

 If we want to make

, we need to go to the people
who have been given the
to do what it takes in order to become
a disciple— to leave everything and follow Jesus. That is the people who are
in the eyes of the world. (see 15:26)
➢ Jesus is telling us where we can throw our nets and come up with a huge catch—
to come up with so many disciples, so many souls for the kingdom— that our
boats can't even hold them. That is a problem worth having!
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III.

A. 

Casting Your Net On The Other Side
Read or listen to Matthew 25:31-46

 If you think it's optional, as a disciple, to reach out to the

— to feed

Jesus when He's hungry— read Matthew 25 and understand the the
are very high, and you do not get to make the rules. (see 18:35)
B. The Wrong Response
i. Luke 14:15 (NET)
“But when you host an elaborate meal, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the blind. Then you will be blessed, because they cannot repay
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.
When one of those at the meal with Jesus heard this, he said to him, 'Blessed
is everyone who will feast in the kingdom of God!'”

 This is a

direction: take care of the poor. The person in vs.15
wanted to take this practical directive and turn it into some spiritual statement or idea
that only has to do with
— and that did not affect him in his
real
. (see 19:38) If we are listening, what Jesus is
saying is, Cast your net on the other side. If you invite these people to your banquets,
then they're going to come in. You won't come up with empty nets.

➢ The disciples followed the directive of the King— both when they were fishing for
fish and when they were fishing for men— and we see that in both cases they
were extremely successful.
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IV. Choosing Faith Over Fear
A.  Read or listen to Mark 6:30-44
i. The Disciples' Reaction to this Great Need: Fear/ Selfishness
a) We can't afford to take care of it
b) It would cost more than it's worth
c) We don't have enough to go around
d) Send them away, let them take care of themselves
ii. Jesus' Reaction to this Great Need:Faith/ Compassion
a) These people are hungry, I have compassion for them
b) “You give them something to eat.”
c) What do we have?
d) Break it and start distributing it by faith
➢ This is what Jesus is saying to you: It's not your job to worry about getting the
money to do this great work, or how it's going to work. You can't even imagine
the administration that's going to be necessary for the job that Jesus has for you
to do. But this is what you do. Ask yourself, “What do I have?” Even if it's just a
couple of loaves, then take it and give it away. God wants you to start with what
you have.
iii.
2 Corinthians 8:9 (NET)
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that although he was rich,
he became poor for your sakes, so that you by his poverty could become rich.”
B. Putting Others First
i. Mark 6:31, 34 (NET)
“He said to [his disciples], 'Come with me privately to an isolated place and
rest a while' (for many were coming and going, and there was no time to
eat)...As Jesus came ashore he saw the large crowd and he had compassion
on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he taught
them many things.”

 When we're tempted to say, “Well, God wants me to take care of my needs

, you need to look at this passage and understand that
being a disciple is going to mean
. (see 27:30)
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ii. 1 John 3:16-17 (NET)
“We have come to know love by this: that Jesus laid down his life for us; thus
we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians. But whoever has the
world’s possessions and sees his fellow Christian in need and shuts off his
compassion against him, how can the love of God reside in such a person?”

 You are going to see that the same

2,000 years ago is at work today, if you will simply have the
your net on the other side. (see 28:58)

of God that was at work
to cast

Where's THAT in the
Make disciples | Matt 28:19-20
Cast nets on other side | Luke 5:4-11
Parable of the Banquet | Luke 14:12-24
Scriptures
God's house | Psalm 84:10
The Church = Christ's bride | Eph 5:22-32
What do you have you didn't receive | 1 Cor 4:7
Give everything to follow Jesus | Luke 14:26-27, 33
Poor chosen to be rich in faith | James 2:5
Hard for rich to enter heaven | Mark 10:24-31

Bible?

used in today's
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Wedding banquet | Matthew 25:1-13
God chose weak things | 1 Cor 1:27-29
message
Born naked/ leave naked | Job 1:21
No time to eat | Mark 6:31, 34
Blessed are the poor | Luke 6:20
Jesus became poor for us | 2 Cor 8:9
Lay down lives for brothers | 1 John 3:16-17
YOU give them something to eat | Mark 6:30-44
I was hungry & you fed me | Matt 25:31-46

The Dallas Morning Show

Week 1

Week 2 | How To Have Church in The End Times
Weekend Homework
~Week 2~
Saturday

Read Your Bible!


To LISTEN to your assignment
or read online CLICK HERE.

□

John, chapter 20

□

Acts, chapter 13

□

Acts, chapter 14

Sunday

Read Your Bible!


To LISTEN to your assignment
or read online CLICK HERE.

□

John, chapter 21

□

Exodus, chapter 1

□

Exodus, chapter 2
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