
Tic Toc Live | June 28, 2012                                                                                                                            1

Series: “When Is Jesus Coming Back?”
Message: “The End Is Closer Than You Think: A Lesson From The Fig Tree”

The Parable Of The Fig Tree:
A Sign For The Last Generation 

1. The first thing that the fig tree establishes is how to determine that we are living in the last 
generation before Jesus' return.

 Luke 21:29-33 (NET)
“21:29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the other trees. 21:30 When they 
sprout leaves, you see for yourselves and know that summer is now near. 21:31 So also you, when you 
see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 21:32 I tell you the truth, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 21:33 Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will never pass away.”

Luke 21:20-22 (NET)
“21:20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come 
near. 21:21 Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. Those who are inside the city must 
depart. Those who are out in the country must not enter it, 21:22 because these are days of vengeance, 
to fulfill all that is written.”

2. The sign of the desolation of Jerusalem, which was consistently given by Jesus and the Old 
Testament prophets, has actually been fulfilled more than once. However, Jesus says that 
the generation that will see the fulfillment of ALL that is written will see the “revival” of 
Jerusalem after a long winter period.

Song Of Songs 2:10-13:
2:10 My lover spoke to me, saying: “Arise, my darling; My beautiful one, come away with me!
2:11 Look! The winter has passed, the winter rains are over and gone. 2:12 The pomegranates have 
appeared in the land, the time for pruning and singing has come; the voice of the turtledove is heard in 
our land. 2:13 The fig tree has budded, the vines have blossomed and give off their fragrance.
Arise, come away my darling; my beautiful one, come away with me!”

Two Portraits Of Jesus

 1. Jesus, The Merciful Advocate

Luke 13:1-9 (NET):

13:1 Now there were some present on that occasion who told him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 13:2 He answered them, “Do you think these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered these things? 13:3 No, I tell you! But 
unless you repent, you will all perish as well! 13:4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower 
in Siloam fell on them, do you think they were worse offenders than all the others who live in 
Jerusalem? 13:5 No, I tell you! But unless you repent you will all perish as well!”13:6 Then Jesus told 
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this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it and 
found none. 13:7 So he said to the worker who tended the vineyard, ‘For three years now, I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and each time I inspect it I find none. Cut it down! Why should it 
continue to deplete the soil?’ 13:8 But the worker answered him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year too, until 
I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 13:9 Then if it bears fruit next year, very well, but if not, you can 
cut it down.’”

 2. Jesus The Judge

Mark 11:12-25(NIV):
11:12 Now the next day, as they went out from Bethany, he was hungry. 11:13 After noticing in the 
distance a fig tree with leaves, he went to see if he could find any fruit on it. When he came to it he 
found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 11:14 He said to it, “May no one ever eat 
fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.

11:15 Then they came to Jerusalem. Jesus entered the temple area and began to drive out those who 
were selling and buying in the temple courts. He turned over the tables of the money changers and the 
chairs of those selling doves, 11:16 and he would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the 
temple courts. 11:17 Then he began to teach them and said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called  
a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have turned it into a den of robbers!” 11:18 The chief 
priests and the experts in the law heard it and they considered how they could assassinate him, for they 
feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed by his teaching. 11:19 When evening came, Jesus 
and his disciples went out of the city

11:20 In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 11:21 Peter 
remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered.” 11:22 Jesus said to 
them, “Have faith in God. 11:23 I tell you the truth, if someone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and 
thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will 
be done for him. 11:24 For this reason I tell you, whatever you pray and ask for, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours. 11:25 Whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against 
anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven will also forgive you your sins.”

A Lesson From The Fig Tree (Israel/ Jerusalem)

A False Sense Of Security:
Caught In The Trap

Luke 21:34-36 (NET):
“21:34 “But be on your guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day close down upon you suddenly like a trap. 21:35 
For it will overtake all who live on the face of the whole earth. 21:36 But stay alert at all times, praying 
that you may have strength to escape all these things that must happen, and to stand before the Son of 
Man.” 

Luke 3:8 (NIV):
“8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham 
as our father.'For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.”
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2 Peter 3:3-4 (NET)
“Above all, understand this: In the last days blatant scoffers will come, being propelled by their own 
evil urges 3:4 and saying, “Where is his promised return? For ever since our ancestors died, all things 
have continued as they were from the beginning of creation.”

2 Peter 3:9-12a (NET)
“The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some regard slowness, but is being patient toward 
you, because he does not wish for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 3:10 But the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief; when it comes, the heavens will disappear with a horrific noise, and the 
celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze, and the earth and every deed done on it will be laid bare. 
3:11 Since all these things are to melt away in this manner, what sort of people must we be, conducting 
our lives in holiness and godliness, 3:12 while waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God?”

A False Sense Of Grace

1. Once you see Jesus coming down that road, it's too late. No more do-overs, no excuses: He 
will quickly determine whether or not you have fruit, and judge you accordingly.

Titus 2:11-12 (NET)
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. 2:12 It trains us to reject godless 
ways and worldly desires and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.”

Jude 1:4 (NET)
“For certain men have secretly slipped in among you – men who long ago were marked out for the 
condemnation I am about to describe  – ungodly men who have turned the grace of our God into a 
license for evil and who deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”

Jonah 2:8 (NET)
“Those who worship worthless idols forfeit the mercy that could be theirs.”

Where's The Fruit?:
A False Sense Of Self-Righteousness

Matthew 5:20 (NET)
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness goes beyond that of the experts in the law and the Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 3:10 (NET)
“Even now the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be 
cut down and thrown into the fire.”

Luke 6:43-45 (NET)
“6:43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 6:44 for each tree is 
known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from brambles. 
6:45 The good person out of the good treasury of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his 
evil treasury produces evil, for his mouth speaks from what fills his heart.”
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A False Confidence In Knowledge

1. Knowledge can't save you from deception.

1 Corinthians 13:2 (NIV)
“2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 (NIV)
“The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of 
displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 10 and all the ways that wickedness 
deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 
11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie   12 and so that 
all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.”

The End Is Closer Than You Think:
A False Sense Of Timing

Isaiah 66:6-13 (NET)
“66:6 The sound of battle comes from the city; the sound comes from the temple! It is the sound of the 
Lord paying back his enemies. 66:7 Before she goes into labor, she gives birth! Before her contractions 
begin, she delivers a boy! 66:8 Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen this? Can a 
country be brought forth in one day? Can a nation be born in a single moment? Yet as soon as Zion 
goes into labor she gives birth to sons! 66:9 “Do I bring a baby to the birth opening and then not deliver 
it?” asks the Lord. “Or do I bring a baby to the point of delivery and then hold it back?” asks your God.
66:10 Be happy for Jerusalem and rejoice with her, all you who love her! Share in her great joy, all you 
who have mourned over her!

Mark 11:13 (NET)
“After noticing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, he went to see if he could find any fruit on it. 
When he came to it he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.”

Mark 13:19-20 (NET)
“...because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, 
until now—and never to be equaled again.  
   20 "If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, 
whom he has chosen, he has shortened them.”

Revelation 16:15 (NIV)
“"Look, I come like a thief ! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go 
naked and be shamefully exposed."


