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Pre-Trib, Mid-Trib, Or Post Trib: The Final Word

1. The phrases “pre-tribulation rapture”, “post-tribulation rapture”, and “mid-tribulation 
rapture” are not in the Bible. Scripture is clear that we are not to add to God's words, and 
we are to express spiritual truths in God's words – not our own. Arguing over human 
words is forbidden in the Body.
1. 2 Timothy 2:23-25 (NIV):  

“Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they 
produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to 
everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in 
the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth ”

2. 2 Timothy 2:14 (NET):  
“Remind people of these things and solemnly charge them before the Lord not to wrangle 
over words. This is of no benefit; it just brings ruin on those who listen.

3. Prov. 20:3 (NET):  
“It is an honor for a person to cease from strife, but every fool quarrels. 

Getting To The Heart Of The Matter

2. Doctrines and arguments concerning the timing of Jesus' return are attempts to answer a 
couple of basic questions.

1. Are We Appointed To God's Wrath?
1. 1 Thess. 5:9 (NET):  
“For God did not destine us for wrath but for gaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

2. How does God protect His people from His wrath?
1. Sometimes He removes them from the situation (e.g. Sodom, Babylon).
2. Sometimes He protects them in the middle of it (e.g. Israel In Egypt)

1. Psalm 91:2-11 (NET):  
“91:2 I say this about the Lord, my shelter and my stronghold, my God in whom I 
trust – 91:3 he will certainly rescue you from the snare of the hunter and from the 
destructive plague. 91:4 He will shelter you with his wings; you will find safety 
under his wings. His faithfulness is like a shield or a protective wall. 91:5 You need 
not fear the terrors of the night, the arrow that flies by day, 91:6 the plague that 
comes in the darkness, or the disease that comes at noon. 91:7 Though a thousand 
may fall beside you, and a multitude on your right side, it will not reach you. 91:8 
Certainly you will see it with your very own eyes – you will see the wicked paid 
back. 91:9 For you have taken refuge in the Lord, my shelter, the sovereign One. 
91:10 No harm will overtake you; no illness will come near your home. 91:11 For he 
will order his angels to protect you in all you do.”
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3. Are we destined to suffer? What kind of suffering will we experience in the end-times?
1. 2 Timothy 2:3 (NET):  

“Take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”

2. Romans 8:35-39 (NET):  
“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 8:36 As it is written, “For your sake we 
encounter death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 8:37 No, in 
all these things we have complete victory through him who loved us! 8:38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor heavenly rulers, nor things that are 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 8:39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

3. Mark 13:9-13 (NET):  
“13:9 “You must watch out for yourselves. You will be handed over to councils and beaten 
in the synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a witness to 
them. 13:10 First the gospel must be preached to all nations. 13:11 When they arrest you 
and hand you over for trial, do not worry about what to speak. But say whatever is given 
you at that time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 13:12 Brother will hand over 
brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise against parents and have them put 
to death. 13:13 You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved.”

4. Matthew 24:9-10 (NET):  
“24:9 “Then they will hand you over to be persecuted and will kill you. You will be hated by 
all the nations because of my name. 24:10 Then many will be led into sin, and they will 
betray one another and hate one another.”

4. Why Is Suffering Necessary?

1. 1 Peter 4:12-19 (NET) :  
“Dear friends, do not be astonished that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in the degree that you have shared in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may also rejoice and be glad. 
If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory, who 
is the Spirit of God, rests on you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or thief or 
criminal or as a troublemaker. But if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but 
glorify God that you bear such a name. For it is time for judgment to begin, starting with the 
house of God. And if it starts with us, what will be the fate of those who are disobedient to 
the gospel of God? And if the righteous are barely saved, what will become of the ungodly 
and sinners? So then let those who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to 
a faithful Creator as they do good.”
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What Does Jesus Say We Will Not Know About The Timing Of His Return?

5. He says it is not for us to know the day or the hour.
1. 1 Thess. 5:1-2 (NET):  

“ Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for anything 
to be written to you. 5:2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord will come in the 
same way as a thief in the night.”

What Does Jesus Want Us To Know About The Timing Of His Return?

6. Jesus gives us the signs that will happen during the generation in which He will return.
1. Matthew 34:32-34 (NET):   This Generation Will Not Pass Away

“Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 24:33 So also you, when you see all these things, 
know that he is near, right at the door. 24:34 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place. 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away.”

2. Jesus wants us to know that He could return at any time.
1. Matthew 24:36, 42-44 (NET):  

““But as for that day and hour no one knows it – not even the angels in heaven – except 
the Father alone....24:42 “Therefore stay alert, because you do not know on what day 
your Lord will come. 24:43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 
what time of night the thief was coming, he would have been alert and would not have 
let his house be broken into. 24:44 Therefore you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

Why Does God Refrain From Revealing The Exact Timing Of Jesus' Return?

1. God is a tester and a refiner of hearts.
1. Proverbs 17:3 (NET)  

“The crucible is for refining silver and the furnace is for gold, likewise  the Lord tests 
hearts.”

2. People show what is really in their hearts by what they do when they think no one is 
watching. We see this in the story of the good steward.
1. Matthew 24:45-51 (NET):  

“Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom the master has put in charge of his 
household, to give the other slaves their food at the proper time? 24:46 Blessed is that slave 
whom the master finds at work when he comes. 24:47 I tell you the truth, the master will put 
him in charge of all his possessions. 24:48 But if that evil slave should say to himself, ‘My 
master is staying away a long time,’ 24:49 and he begins to beat his fellow slaves and to eat 
and drink with drunkards, 24:50 then the master of that slave will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he does not foresee, 24:51 and will cut him in two, and 
assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
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Focus On What God Wants You To Know

1. Jesus has a purpose in what He chooses to tell us – AND what He chooses to keep from us: 
that is, to keep us on our guard - ever watchful, so that we will be spared the from the 
great deception, and so that we will make it through to the end.

1. He who endures to the end will be saved.
1. Mark 13:13 (NET):  

“You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved.”

2. The Great End-Times Delusion
1. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 (NET):  

“The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of miracles 
and signs and false wonders, 2:10 and with every kind of evil deception directed 
against those who are perishing, because they found no place in their hearts for the 
truth so as to be saved. 2:11 Consequently God sends on them a deluding influence 
so that they will believe what is false. 2:12 And so all of them who have not believed 
the truth but have delighted in evil will be condemned.”

3. Jesus wants to refine us so that He can present us to Himself perfect and blameless.
1. Jude 1:24-25 (NET):  

“Now to the one who is able to keep you from falling, and to cause you to stand, 
rejoicing, without blemish before his glorious presence, 1:25 to the only God our 
Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before 
all time, and now, and for all eternity. Amen.”

2. We need to PRAY that we are not deceived, not assume that we are un-deceivable.
1. Luke 21:8 (NET):  

“He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, 
claiming, I am he, and The time is near. Do not follow them.”

2. Luke 22:46 (NET):  
“So he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you will not fall into 
temptation!”

3. James 1:21-22 (NET):  
“So put away all filth and evil excess and humbly welcome the message implanted within 
you, which is able to save your souls. 1:22 But be sure you live out the message and do not 
merely listen to it and so deceive yourselves.”
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3. We  need to respect the fact that Jesus wants us to have a sense of urgency, as well as a 
commitment to faithfulness. This means maintaining a healthy fear of the Lord - believing 
that He could return any moment - as well as a commitment to faithfulness, knowing that 
our hard work will be rewarded if the master finds us doing His will when He comes.
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-10 (NET):  

“5:1 Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for 
anything to be written to you. 5:2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord will 
come in the same way as a thief in the night. 5:3 Now when they are saying, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction comes on them, like labor pains on a pregnant 
woman, and they will surely not escape. 5:4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the 
darkness for the day to overtake you like a thief would. 5:5 For you all are sons of the light 
and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of the darkness. 5:6 So then we must not 
sleep as the rest, but must stay alert and sober. 5:7 For those who sleep, sleep at night and 
those who get drunk are drunk at night. 5:8 But since we are of the day, we must stay sober 
by putting on the breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet our hope for salvation. 5:9 
For God did not destine us for wrath but for gaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 5:10 He died for us so that whether we are alert or asleep we will come to life 
together with him.”

4. If Jesus were to give you the exact time of His return – you would just set your alarm for 
10 minutes 'til. You don't get to decide when it's time to wake up – He does.
1. Mark 13:32-36 (NET): Stay Alert – Thief In The Night  

“13:32 “But as for that day or hour no one knows it – neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son – except the Father. 13:33 Watch out! Stay alert! For you do not know when the time 
will come. 13:34 It is like a man going on a journey. He left his house and put his slaves in 
charge, assigning to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to stay alert. 13:35 Stay 
alert, then, because you do not know when the owner of the house will return – whether 
during evening, at midnight, when the rooster crows, or at dawn – 13:36 or else he might 
find you asleep when he returns suddenly. 13:37 What I say to you I say to everyone: Stay 
alert!” 

2. Ephesians 5:3-14 (NET): Awake O Sleeper  
“But among you there must not be either sexual immorality, impurity of any kind, or greed, 
as these are not fitting for the saints. 5:4 Neither should there be vulgar speech, foolish talk, 
or coarse jesting – all of which are out of character – but rather thanksgiving. 5:5 For you 
can be confident of this one thing: that no person who is immoral, impure, or greedy (such a 
person is an idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 5:6 Let nobody 
deceive you with empty words, for because of these things God’s wrath comes on the sons 
of disobedience. 5:7 Therefore do not be partakers with them, 5:8 for you were at one time 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of the light – 5:9 for the fruit 
of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth – 5:10 trying to learn what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 5:11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them. 5:12 For the things they do in secret are shameful even to mention. 5:13 But 
all things being exposed by the light are made evident. 5:14 For everything made evident is 
light, and for this reason it says: “Awake, O sleeper! Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you!”
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