
Is Your Investment Adviser a Fool?: Jesus And Your Money              

Basic Investment Principles

1. Work hard and invest what you earn so you will be taken care of when you can't work anymore.
2. Invest in something that will produce a return much larger than your original investment.
3. Deny yourself now so you can enjoy your reward later.

What Causes People To Make Bad Investment Decisions?

1. Lack of foresight/ Underestimating your lifespan
2. Fear/ Worry
3. Greed
4. Investing in currency that is quickly losing it's value
5. Placing Your Trust In The Wrong Investment Adviser

Different Management Styles

Matthew 25:25-30: Burying the talent (In The Investment World, Time Is Money)
“25:2 Then the one who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Sir, I knew that you were a hard 
man, harvesting where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed, 25:25 so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 25:26 But his master 
answered, ‘Evil and lazy slave! So you knew that I harvest where I didn’t sow and gather where I 
didn’t scatter? 25:27 Then you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I 
would have received my money back with interest! 25:28 Therefore take the talent from him and give 
it to the one who has ten. 25:29 For the one who has will be given more, and he will have more than 
enough. But the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 25:30 And throw 
that worthless slave into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

• Why did the master call this servant  evil?
◦ He was lazy.
◦ He saved what was meant to be invested out of fear.
◦ He did not follow his master's example in the way he managed the assets entrusted to him.
◦ He did not even take the smallest step of faith (depositing the money for interest) in order to 

produce a return for His master.

Luke 12:15-21: You Fool! Storing Up In Barns
“Then he said to them, “Watch out and guard yourself from all types of greed, because one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” He then told them a parable: “The land of a certain 
rich man produced an abundant crop, so he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have nowhere 
to store my crops?’Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to myself, “You have plenty of goods stored 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, celebrate!”’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 
life will be demanded back from you, but who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ So it is 
with the one who stores up riches for himself, but is not rich toward God.”
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• What does Jesus call this businessman a fool?
◦ He was greedy.
◦ He had a lack of foresight – he grossly underestimated his lifespan.
◦ He invested in currency that was quickly losing it's value
◦ The result was that the man would never benefit from any of his own hard work – he would 

never enjoy the reward.

Luke 16:1-15 (NET): The Shrewd Manager
“16:1 Jesus also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who was informed of accusations that his 
manager was wasting his assets. 16:2 So he called the manager in and said to him, ‘What is this I hear 
about you? Turn in the account of your administration, because you can no longer be my manager.’ 
16:3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What should I do, since my master is taking my position away 
from me? I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m too ashamed to beg. 16:4 I know what to do so that 
when I am put out of management, people will welcome me into their homes.’16:5 So he contacted his 
master’s debtors one by one. He asked the first , ‘How much do you owe my master?’16:6 The man 
replied, ‘A hundred measures of olive oil.’ The manager said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, 
and write fifty.’16:7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ The second man replied, 
‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ The manager said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’16:8 The 
master commended the dishonest manager because he acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are 
more shrewd in dealing with their contemporaries than the people of light. 16:9 And I tell you, make 
friends for yourselves by how you use worldly wealth, so that when it runs out you will be welcomed 
into the eternal homes.

• Why does the master – and Jesus - commend this man for being shrewd?
◦ He understood that he was quickly losing his position.
◦ He understood that he could not take the assets now in his control with him.
◦ He moved quickly to convert the advantage of his position to a currency that he could use 

once he lost it.
◦ In the process, he not only made friends for himself, but in showing mercy, made friends for 

his master as well.
◦ By discounting the debts, he was able to collect on them for his master.

Luke 16:10-15 (NET): (Continued) Can't Serve Two Masters/ Pharisees sneered

“16:10 “The one who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and the one who is dishonest in 
a very little is also dishonest in much.16:11 If then you haven’t been trustworthy in handling worldly 
wealth, who will entrust you with the true riches? 16:12 And if you haven’t been trustworthy with 
someone else’s property, who will give you your own? 16:13 No servant can serve two masters, for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and money.”

16:14 The Pharisees (who loved money) heard all this and ridiculed him. 16:15 But Jesus said to them, 
“You are the ones who justify yourselves in men’s eyes, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly 
prized among men is utterly detestable in God’s sight.”
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How To Avoid Investment Pitfalls

1. Pitfall: Lack of Foresight/ Underestimating your lifespan
Solution: Listen to an adviser with good foresight

Mark 8:34b-36 (NIV): Gain The World, Lose Your Soul

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will 
save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”

Daniel 12:2 (NET):Awakening To Everlasting Life, Or Contempt

“Many of those who sleep in the dusty ground will awake – some to everlasting life, and others to 
shame and everlasting abhorrence.”

Isaiah 22:12-14: Eat, Drink, For Tomorrow We Die

22:12 At that time the sovereign master, the Lord who commands armies, called for weeping and 
mourning, for shaved heads and sackcloth. 22:13 But look, there is outright celebration!
You say, “Kill the ox and slaughter the sheep, eat meat and drink wine. Eat and drink, for tomorrow we 
die!” 22:14 The Lord who commands armies told me this: “Certainly this sin will not be forgiven as 
long as you live,” says the sovereign master, the Lord who commands armies.”

2. Pitfall: Fear/ Worry
Solution:

 Matthew 6:25-34: Don't worry
“25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they?27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your 
life?

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or 
spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that 
is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will 
he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
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3. Pitfall: Greed

Solution:
1. Be Content

I Timothy 6:7-10: Be Content
“6:7 For we have brought nothing into this world and so we cannot take a single thing out 
either. 6:8 But if we have food and shelter, we will be satisfied with that.6:9 Those who long to be rich, 
however, stumble into temptation and a trap and many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction. 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all evils. Some people in reaching 
for it have strayed from the faith and stabbed themselves with many pains.”

2. Understand that greed results in corrosion, because you store up MORE 
THAN YOU NEED, and it ROTS before you can use it.

James 5:1-8 (NIV): Corrosion Testifies Against You
“Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth 
has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will 
testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! The 
wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered 
the innocent one, who was not opposing you.”

3. Understand that you can be a broken cistern, or a spring of living water

Jeremiah 2:12-13 (NIV): Broken Cisterns
“"Be appalled at this, O heavens, and shudder with great horror," declares the LORD. My people have 
committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own 
cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”

John 4:14 (NET) Springs Of Living Water
“But whoever drinks some of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again, but the water 
that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up to eternal life.”

Leviticus 26:3-4, 10 : Move Out Old To Make Room For New

“26:3 “If you walk in my statutes and are sure to obey my commandments, 26:4 I will give you your 
rains in their time so that the land will give its yield and the trees of the field will produce their fruit.

26:10 You will still be eating stored produce from the previous year and will have to clean out what is 
stored from the previous year to make room for new.”
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4. Pitfall: Investing In Currency That Is Quickly Losing It's Value
Solution: Convert Your Currency

1. Realize that you can't take it with you.
2. Invest in that which is valuable in heaven.

Matthew 6:19-21 (NET): Don't Store Up Treasure On This Earth
“6:19 “Do not accumulate for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 25  and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal. 6:20 But accumulate for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 6:21 For where your 26  treasure 27  is, there your 
heart will be also.”

Matthew 13:28b-30 (NET): Gather Wheat Into God's Barns

“So the slaves replied, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’ 13:29 But he said, ‘No, since in 
gathering the weeds you may uproot the wheat with them. 13:30 Let both grow together until the 
harvest. At harvest time I will tell the reapers, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned, but then gather the wheat into my barn.”

Matthew 13:37-39a (NET): Good Seed = Sons of the Kingdom

“ 13:37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 13:38 The field is the 
world and the good seed are the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil 
one, 13:39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil.”

John 12:23-28 (NASB): The Principle Of The Seed
“23 And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will 
keep it to life eternal. 26 If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant 
will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him. Now My soul has become troubled; and 
what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, 
glorify Your name.”

Mark 4:30-32 (NET): The Mustard Seed
“4:30 He also asked, “To what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
can we use to present it? 4:31 It is like a mustard seed that when sown in the ground, 
even though it is the smallest of all the seeds in the ground – 4:32 when it is sown, it 
grows up, becomes the greatest of all garden plants, and grows large branches so that the 
wild birds can nest in its shade.” 

5. Pitfall: Placing Your Trust In The Wrong Investment Adviser/ 
Ignoring A Proven Investment Adviser

Solution: Decide who you're going to believe, and stick with it
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Conclusion

Proverbs 3:7-10: Honor The Lord From Your Wealth

“3:7 Do not be wise in your own estimation;
fear the LORD and turn away from evil.

3:8 This will bring healing to your body,

and refreshment to your inner self.

3:9 Honor the LORD from your wealth

and from the first fruits of all your crops;

3:10 then your barns will be filled completely,

and your vats will overflow with new wine.”
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