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Session 1 | Viewing Guide                        
Jesus Is Coming Back: Are You Ready?              

God’s Purpose In This Bible Study

  God’s purpose is that we will walk away from this study: (see 0:59)

1. In                                                with one another,
2. With the sense of                                         He wants us to have in the end-times, and
3. With a commitment to be                                        to God.

Ground Rules

1. Do not                      to God’s Words. (Prov. 30:6, 1 Cor. 4:6b )

  When we simply                                      the Bible, we come into

                                     and                                              . (see 2:15)

2. Do not                                                                   from God’s Words. (Rev 22:19)

3. Don’t argue. (2 Tim. 2:14, Prov. 20:3)

* Bottom line: In your discussions, allow God to express Himself in His own words. Agree to 
put phrases that are not in the Bible aside, and open up your minds to what Jesus is clearly 
saying in the text.
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Two Questions
 There are two basic questions that end-times doctrines usually attempt to address.

 Question #1: Are we as Christians appointed to suffer the                 of God? (see 9:00)

Answer:
“For God did not destine us for wrath but for gaining                             through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess 5:9 (NET) 

 Question #2: Are we as Christians destined to                                    ? (see 19:40) 

Answer:
“Now in fact all who want to live godly lives in Christ Jesus will
be                                                 .” 2 Tim 3:12 (NET)

  Jesus is clear that as a Christian, you are going to experience

                                                                .  You are not going to experience
       God’s                                       . (see 15:35)

Times & Dates: What God Wants Us

 What does Jesus say we will not know about the timing of His return? (22:46)

We will not know the                           or the                                  of Jesus’ return.

 What does Jesus expect us to know about the timing of His return? (23:50)

1. He will come at an hour we don’t                                       Him.
2. The                                                that sees all the signs He mentions come to 

pass will be the generation that sees His                                        .

  Why does God refrain from revealing the exact timing of Jesus return?

1. The Lord is a tester of                               . People show what is really in their 
hearts when they think no one’s looking. (see 24:15) 

2. Jesus is going to be able to tell what’s really in our hearts by what we do when He 
is                                    . (see 24:42) 

3. Jesus’ plan is to sneak up on us, and to catch us at a time when we do
not                                            Him. He wants us to keep                         .(24:48) 
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Time To Wake Up

Ephesians 5:3-14 (NET)

“But among you there must not be either sexual                                                                  , 
impurity of any kind, or greed, as these are not fitting for the saints. Neither should there be  
speech, foolish talk, or coarse                                       – all of which are out of character – 
but rather thanksgiving. For you can be confident of this one thing: that no person who is 
immoral,                                       , or greedy (such a person is an idolater) has any                
in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let nobody deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things God’s wrath comes on the sons of                                                                      . 
Therefore do not be partakers with them, for you were at one time darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of the                                 – for the fruit of the light 
consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth – trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of                                              , but rather expose 
them. For the things they do in secret are shameful even to mention. But all things being 
exposed by the light are made evident. For everything made evident is light, and for this 
reason it says:

'                        , O sleeper! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you!'”

Conclusion

• Now is the time to                                      up - now is the
time to be                     . (31:27) 

• You need to have the urgent sense that Jesus could
come back any                                              . (31:49)

• You need to arm yourself with an attitude of                                           that 
says, “I’m going to serve Him until the end of my life, so that no matter
when He returns, He will find me serving just as He
instructed me to do.” (see 31:52)
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Session 1 | Weekly Assignment                 
Jesus Is Coming Back: Are You Ready?  

                  Weekly Note Card                                                                                                 

         “The godly face many dangers, but the Lord saves them from each one of them.”
 Psalm 34:19 (NET)

    READ YOUR BIBLE !READ YOUR BIBLE !    
Click links to LISTEN to your assignment or READ ONLINE!

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

□ 1 Cor 1:1-31 □ Gen 19:1-29 □ Ex 9:1-34 □ Ex 10:1-29

□ 2 Tim 2:14-16 □ Rev 18:1-24  □ 1 Pet 4:1-19 □ Matt 24:1-51

Identifying God’s Purpose In This Study
1. What is Jesus’ purpose in telling us about the signs of the times? : (choose all that 

apply)

  To help us formulate a doctrine or theory about end-times events.
  To puff us up in the pride that we have better or more accurate 
knowledge than other Christians.
  To divide us into doctrinal camps.
  To arm us with a sense of urgency in serving Christ, so that we will keep 
watch for His return.
  To arm us with a commitment to serve God faithfully, no matter how 
long Jesus tarries.
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Ground Rules For Keeping Unity

1. Do not                        to God’s Words.

“Do not add to his words, or he will                          you and prove you a liar.”
Prov 30:6 (NIV)

“‘Do not go                                              what is written.’ Then you will not 
take pride in one man over against another.”
1 Cor 4:6b (NIV)

2. Do not                                                                             from God’s Words.

“And if anyone takes away from the words of this book of prophecy, God will 
take away his share in the tree of                                  and in the holy             
that are described in this book.” Rev 22:19 (NET)

3. Don’t argue.

“Remind people of these things and solemnly charge them before the Lord not
to                                             over words. This is of no benefit; it just
brings                                               on those who listen.” 2 Tim 2:14 (NET)

“Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid                                             
, because you know they produce                                            . And the Lord’s 
servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach,
not                                            . Those who oppose him he must gently 
instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a 
knowledge of the truth.” 2 Tim 2:23-25 (NIV)

“It is an honor for a person to cease from                               , but every
fool                                                   .” Prov 20:3 (NET)

4. Express spiritual truths in spiritual words.

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the                               — 
not with                               of                                         wisdom, lest the 
cross of Christ be                                         of its power.” 1 Cor 1:17 (NIV)

“This is what we speak, not in                              taught us by human wisdom 
but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths
in                                                 words.” 1 Cor 2:13 (NIV)
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Human Words We Will Not Be Arguing About

The phrases “pre-tribulation rapture”, “post-tribulation rapture”, and “mid-
tribulation rapture” are not in the Bible. As we can see, Scripture is clear: we are not 
to add to God's words, and we are to express spiritual truths in God's words — not our 
own. Arguing over human words is forbidden in the Body. Therefore, in your 
discussions, allow God to express Himself in His own words. Agree to put phrases that 
are not in the Bible aside, and open up your minds to what Jesus is clearly saying in 
the text. If the end-times theory you believe is correct, then it will make itself 
evident when you simply read the Bible to one another.

Getting To The Heart Of The Matter

Doctrines and arguments concerning the timing of Jesus' return are usually 
attempts to answer a couple of basic questions.

  Question #1 |  Are we as Christians appointed to suffer the wrath of God?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:9 (NET):
“For God did not destine us for                                         but for
 gaining                                          through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

 According to this scripture, what is the answer to Question #1?
 Yes
 No

 I. How does God protect His people from His wrath?
 A. Sometimes He removes them from the situation (e.g. Sodom, Babylon).

 i. “So when God destroyed the cities of the region, God honored Abraham’s re-
quest. He                                    Lot from the midst of the destruction when 
he                                            the cities Lot had lived in.” Gen19:29 (NET)

 ii. “Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come                of [Babylon], 
my people, so you will not take part in her sins and so you will not receive her
                                , because her sins have piled up all the way to heaven and 
God has remembered her crimes. Repay her the same way she repaid others; 
pay her back double corresponding to her deeds. In the cup she mixed, mix 
double the amount for her. As much as she exalted herself and lived in sensual 
luxury, to this extent give her torment and grief because she said to herself, “I 
rule as queen and am no widow; I will never experience grief!” For this reason, 
she will experience her plagues in a single day: disease, mourning, and famine, 
and she will be burned down with fire, because the Lord God who                      
her is powerful!’” Rev 18:4-8 (NET)
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 B. Sometimes He protects them in the middle of it (e.g. Israel In Egypt).

 i. “‘...But the Lord will                                  between the livestock of 
Israel and the livestock of Egypt, and nothing will die of all that the 
Israelites have’. The Lord set an appointed time, saying, ‘Tomorrow 
the Lord will do this in the land.’ And the Lord did this on the next 
day; all the livestock of the Egyptians                                     , but of 
the Israelites’ livestock not one died. Pharaoh sent representatives to 
investigate, and indeed, not even one of the livestock of Israel had 
died. But Pharaoh’s heart remained hard, and he did not release the 
people.”  Exodus 9:4-7 (NET)

 ii. “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Extend your hand toward the sky that 
there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on people and on animals, 
and on everything that grows in the field in the land of Egypt.’ When 
Moses extended his staff toward the sky, the Lord sent thunder and , 
and                                             fire fell to the earth; so the Lord 
caused hail to rain down on the land of Egypt. Hail fell and fire 
mingled with the hail; the hail was so severe that there had not been 
any like it in all the land of Egypt since it had become a nation. The 
hail struck everything in the open fields, both people and animals, 
throughout all the land of Egypt. The hail struck everything that 
grows in the field, and it                                     all the trees of the 
field to pieces. Only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived, 
was there no hail.” Exodus 9:22-26 (NET)

 iii. “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Extend your hand toward heaven so that 
there may be                                    over the land of Egypt, a dark-
ness so thick it can be felt.’ So Moses extended his hand toward heav-
en, and there was absolute darkness throughout the land of Egypt for 
three days. No one could see another person, and no one could rise 
from his place for three days. But the Israelites had in the places 
where they lived.” Exodus 10:21-23 (NET)

 iv. “I will pass through the land of Egypt in the same night, and I will at-
tack all the                         in the land of Egypt, both of humans and 
of animals, and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute                       . 
I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where 
you are, so that when I see the blood I will pass over you, and this
                                         will not fall on you to destroy you when I 
attack the land of Egypt.” Exodus 12:12-13 (NET)
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Read Psalm 91:2-11 (NET): 

“I say this about the Lord, my shelter and my stronghold, my God in whom I
trust — he will certainly                                     you from the snare of the 
hunter and from the destructive                               . He will shelter you with 
his wings; you will find safety under his wings. His faithfulness is like a
                             or a protective wall. You need not fear the terrors of the 
night, the arrow that flies by day, the plague that comes in the darkness, or the 
disease that comes at noon. Though a thousand may fall beside you, and a 
multitude on your right side, it will not reach you. Certainly you will see it with 
your very own eyes – you will see the                                         paid back. For 
you have taken refuge in the Lord, my shelter, the sovereign One. No harm will 
overtake you; no illness will come near your home. For he will order his angels 
to protect you in all you do.”

 What are some of the potentially frightening experiences the psalmist mentions 
in this passage? (see vv. 3, 5, 7)                                                                      
                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                      .

 Do you see any similarities between these experiences and those prophesied to 
occur in the end times? (Give examples)                                                          
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .

 Does the psalmist take comfort in the thought that he will never witness these 
terrors firsthand, or in the fact that God will protect him in the midst of them?
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .

  Question #2 |  Are we as Christians destined to suffer?

Read the following passages:

“Take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” 2 Tim 2:3 (NET)

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will                                , or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or                                 , or sword? it is written, 
‘For your sake we encounter death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we have complete                                   through 
him who loved us! For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
heavenly rulers, nor things that are present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation will be able to                                     
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom 8:35-39 (NET)
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“You must                                out for yourselves. You will be handed over to councils 
and beaten in the synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of 
me, as a witness to them. First the gospel must be preached to all nations. When they  
you and hand you over for trial, do not worry about what to speak. But say whatever is 
given you at that time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will hand 
over brother to                                             , and a father his child. Children will rise 
against parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone because of 
my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”
Mark 13:9-13 (NET)

“Then they will hand you over to be                                      and will kill you. You will 
be                           by all the nations because of my name. Then many will be led into 
sin, and they will betray one another and hate one another.” Matt 24:9-10 (NET)

“The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and                                     
them. He was given ruling authority over every tribe, people, language, and nation, 
and all those who live on the earth will worship the beast, everyone whose name has 
not been written since the foundation of the world in the book of life belonging to the 
Lamb who was killed. If anyone has an ear, he had better listen!
If anyone is meant for                                                         , into captivity he will go.
If anyone is to be killed by the                         , then by the sword he must be killed.
This requires steadfast                          and faith from the saints.” Rev 13:7-10 (NET)

“Dear friends, do not be astonished that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in the degree that you 
have shared in the                                                of Christ, so that when his glory is 
revealed you may also rejoice and be glad. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, 
you are                                       , because the Spirit of glory, who is the Spirit of God, 
rests on you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or thief or criminal or as a 
troublemaker. But if you suffer as a                                       , do not be ashamed, but 
glorify God that you bear such a name. For it is time for judgment to begin, starting 
with the house of God. And if it starts with us, what will be the fate of those who are 
disobedient to the gospel of God? And if the righteous are barely saved, what will 
become of the ungodly and sinners? So then let those who suffer according to the will 
of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator as they do good.” 1 Pet 4:12-19 (NET)

 According to these scriptures, what is the answer to Question #2?
 Yes
 No

 According to these passages, what kind of suffering will Christians experience? 
(Give examples.)                                                                                            
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .
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 So, that answers our questions: Are we appointed to God’s wrath?                     .
      Does that necessarily mean we won’t be on the                                    whenever God pours
      out His wrath in the end times? Not                                      . According to Scripture,
      we see He can do it                           ways. (see 13:07)

 Jesus is clear that as a Christian, you are going to experience                                            .
      You are not going to experience God’s                                                  . (see 15:35)

What Does Jesus Say We Will Not Know About
The Timing Of His Return?

1. Jesus says it is not for us to know the day or the hour of His return.

“Now on the topic of                          and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no 
need for anything to be written to you. For you know quite well that the day of the 
Lord will come in the same way as a thief in the night.” 1 Thess 5:1-2 (NET)

“But as for that day or hour no one knows it — neither the                               in 
heaven, nor the                                 — except the Father.” Mark 13:32 (NET)

 According to to Jesus, we will not know the                     or the               of His return.

What Does Jesus Want Us To Know About
The Timing Of His Return?

1. Jesus gives us the signs that will happen during the generation in which He 
will return.

“Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender and 
puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also you, when you see all 
these things, know that he is                                                         , right at the 
door. I tell you the truth, this                                                will not pass away 
until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away.” Matt 24:32-35 (NET)
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2. Jesus warns us to stay alert because He could return at any time.

“But as for that day and hour no one knows it – not even the angels in heaven – 
except the Father alone...Therefore stay                                  , because you 
do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the 
owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 
would have been alert and would not have let his house be broken into. 
Therefore you also must be                                  , because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
Matt 24:36, 42-44 (NET)

 According to these scriptures, Jesus wants us to know:
a) That He will come at an hour we do not                                  Him, and
b) That the                                               that sees all these signs come to 

pass will be the generation that sees His return.

Why Does God Refrain From Revealing
The Exact Timing Of Jesus' Return?

1. God is a tester and a refiner of hearts.

“The crucible is for refining silver and the furnace is for gold, likewise the
Lord                                             hearts.” Prov 17:3 (NET)

2. A person shows what is really in his heart by what he does when he thinks 
no one is watching. We see this in the story of the good steward:

“Who then is the                                             and wise slave, whom the 
master has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves their food at 
the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom the master finds at                         
when he comes. I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of all his 
possessions. But if that evil slave should say to himself, ‘My master is staying 
away a long time,’ and he begins to beat his fellow slaves and to eat and drink 
with drunkards, then the master of that slave will come on a day when he does 
not                               him and at an hour he does not foresee, and will cut 
him in two, and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will
be                                and gnashing of teeth.” Matt 24:45-51 (NET)
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 Check Yourself

 If Jesus returned tonight, would He find your “house in order”, or are there 
things that you’d like to change before you’re required to give an accounting? 
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .

 List the things in your life that you believe you need to change. These can be 
actions you need to take, sins that need to be removed from your life, idols 
that need to be destroyed — anything that, left unchanged, will result in regret 
when you face Him.                                                                                         
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .

Focus On What God Wants You To Know

1. Jesus has a purpose in what He chooses to tell us – and what He chooses to 
keep from us. His purpose is to keep us on our guard - ever watchful, so 
that we will be spared from the great deception, and so we will make it 
through to the end.

a) He who endures to the end will be saved.

“You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who endures 
to the                                    will be saved.” Mark 13:13 (NET)

b) Jesus wants to refine us so that He can present us to Himself perfect and 
blameless.

“Now to the one who is able to keep you from                               , and to 
cause you to stand, rejoicing, without                                          before his 
glorious presence, to the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time, and now, and for all 
eternity. Amen.” Jude 1:24-25 (NET)
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2. We should not assume that we cannot be deceived. We need to pray that 
we won’t be deceived. This is a message given to the Jesus’ disciples on 
numerous occasions.

Read the following passages:

“For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles 
to                                       even the                            — if that were possible. See, I 
have told you ahead of time.” Matt 24:24-25 (NIV)

“The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of miracles 
and                  and false wonders, and with every kind of evil                         directed 
against those who are perishing, because they found no place in their hearts for the 
truth so as to be saved. Consequently God sends on them a deluding influence so that 
they will believe what is                           . And so all of them who have not believed 
the                    but have delighted in evil will be condemned.” 2 Thess 2:9-12 (NET)

“[Jesus] replied: ‘                              out that you are not deceived. For many will 
come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them.’” 
Luke 21:8 (NET)

“So he said to them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Get up and                            that you will 
not fall into temptation!’” Luke 22:46 (NET)

“So                                                        all filth and evil excess and humbly welcome the 
message implanted within you, which is able to save your souls. But be sure you live 
out the message and do not merely listen to it and so                         yourselves.” 
James 1:21-22 (NET)

 According to these scriptures, Jesus wants you to: (choose all that apply)

  Assume that you are not currently, nor could you ever be, deceived.
  Accept that you can be deceived if you’re not careful.
  Assume that you will not fall into temptation.
  Pray that Jesus will keep you from falling into temptation.

 In Luke 21:8, who is it that Jesus warns will try to deceive you?                       
                                                                                                                      .

 In James 1:21-22, who is it that James warns will try to deceive you?
                                                                                                                      .

 In vs. 21, what actions are you commanded to take in order to prevent this 
particularly insidious brand of deception?                                                         
                                                                                                                      .
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 Check Yourself

 Being deceived means that you thoroughly believe a lie. So, if you are in de-
ception, what is the likelihood that you are aware of it?                                   
                                                                                                                      .

 What attitude can you take in prayer that will allow God to correct you in areas 
in which you are not yet aware you have error?                                                 
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .

3. We need to respect the fact that Jesus wants us to have a sense of urgency, 
as well as a commitment to faithfulness. This means:

a) Maintaining a healthy fear of the Lord, believing that He could return 
any moment.

b) Maintaining a commitment to faithfulness, knowing that we will be re-
warded for our work when Jesus comes.

“Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need 
for anything to be written to you. For you know quite well that the day of the 
Lord will come in the same way as a                                   in the night. Now 
when they are saying, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden
                                     comes on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, 
and they will surely not escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the      
for the day to overtake you like a thief would. For you all are sons of the           
and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of the darkness. So then we 
must not                                 as the rest, but must stay alert and sober. For 
those who sleep, sleep at night and those who get drunk are drunk at night.
But since we are of the day, we must stay                               by putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love and as a helmet our hope for salvation. For God 
did not destine us for wrath but for gaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He died for us so that whether we are alert or asleep we will come to 
life together with him.” 1 Thess 5:1-10 (NET)
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4. If Jesus were to give us the exact time of His return, the tendency of our 
flesh would be to set our alarm clocks for 10 minutes 'til. God makes it 
clear, however, that we don't get to decide when it's time to wake up — He 
does.

“Stay                             , then, because you do not know when the owner of 
the house will return – whether during evening, at midnight, when the rooster 
crows, or at dawn — or else he might find you                               when he 
returns suddenly. What I say to you I say to everyone: Stay alert!”
Mark 13:35-37 (NET)

“But among you there must not be either                                 immorality, 
impurity of any kind, or greed, as these are not fitting for the saints. Neither 
should there be vulgar                                  , foolish talk, or coarse                  
— all of which are out of character – but rather                                                  
. For you can be confident of this one thing: that no person who is immoral, 
impure, or greedy (such a person is an idolater) has any                                 in 
the kingdom of Christ and God. Let nobody deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things God’s wrath comes on the sons of                                . 
Therefore do not be partakers with them, for you were at one time
                                       , but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of the light – for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, 
and truth – trying to learn what is                                       to the Lord. Do not 
participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For the 
things they do in secret are shameful even to mention. But all things being 
exposed by the light are made evident. For everything made evident is light, 
and for this reason it says:
‘                       , O sleeper! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you!’”
Eph 5:3-14 (NET)

 According to this passage in Mark, when Jesus returns like a thief in the night, 
you want to be: (choose one)

 Awake and alert.
 Asleep.

 According to these passages, when does God command us to wake up? (choose 
one)

 At some prophesied point in the future.
 When our circumstances change or ease up,
 After we’ve had a little more time to indulge in our sin.
 Right now.
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 According to this passage in Ephesians, what are some indications that a person 
is spiritually asleep / dead / drunk / in darkness?                                              
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .

 What excellent reason are we given in Ephesians 5:5 to wake up and “walk as 
children of the light”?                                                                                      
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                      .

Challenge!

 Write down a prayer, committing yourself to make the changes these scriptures 
prescribe in order to move toward being ready when Jesus returns.                  

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                       

Date                                         Signature                                                         
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