
Identifying Cults In The End Times

Jesus Warns About Dangerous Religious Leaders In The End-Times

Matthew 24:3-5 (NET): Many Will Come In My Name
“24:3 As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him privately and said, 'Tell us, 
when will these things happen? And what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?' 
24:4 Jesus answered them, 'Watch out that no one misleads you. 24:5 For many will come in my name, 
saying, “I am the Christ,” and they will mislead many.'”

Acts 20:29-32 (NET): Disciples After Themselves
“20:29 I know that after I am gone fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 20:30 
Even from among your own group men will arise, teaching perversions of the truth to draw the 
disciples away after them. 20:31 Therefore be alert, remembering that night and day for three years I 
did not stop warning each one of you with tears. 20:32 And now I entrust you to God and to the 
message of his grace. This message is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those 
who are sanctified.”

2 Corinthians 11:13-15: Satan Comes As An Angel Of Light
“11:13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of 
Christ. 11:14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 11:15 Therefore it 
is not surprising his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will 
correspond to their actions.”

A Wolf Points to Himself - A Shepherd Points to Jesus
John 10:1-2, 9-10: I Am The Door/ The Thief Comes To Kill, Steal & Destroy
“10:1 I tell you the solemn truth, the one who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs in 
some other way, is a thief and a robber.10:2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep...
10:9 I am the door. If anyone enters through me, he will be saved, and will come in and go out, and 
find pasture. 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come so that they may 
have life, and may have it abundantly.”

Matthew 23:1-12: You're Not To Be Called “Rabbi”
“23:1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 23:2 “The experts in the law and the Pharisees 
sit on Moses’ seat. 23:3 Therefore pay attention to what they tell you and do it. But do not do what they 
do, for they do not practice what they teach. 23:4 They tie up heavy loads, hard to carry, and put them 
on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing even to lift a finger to move them. 23:5 They 
do all their deeds to be seen by people, for they make their phylacteries wide and their tassels long. 
23:6 They love the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues 23:7 and elaborate 
greetings in the marketplaces, and to have people call them ‘Rabbi.’ 23:8 But you are not to be called 
‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher and you are all brothers. 23:9 And call no one your ‘father’ on earth, 
for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 23:10 Nor are you to be called ‘teacher,’ for you have one 
teacher, the Christ. 23:11 The greatest among you will be your servant.23:12 And whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”
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John 3:27-30 (NET): He Must Increase, I Must Decrease
“3:27 John replied, “No one can receive anything unless it has been given to him from heaven. 3:28 
You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but rather, ‘I have been sent before him.’ 
3:29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands by and 
listens for him, rejoices greatly when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. This then is my joy, and it is 
complete. 3:30 He must become more important while I become less important.”

John 7:16-18 (NET): The One Who Speaks His Own Words
“7:16 So Jesus replied, “My teaching is not from me, but from the one who sent me. 7:17 If anyone 
wants to do God’s will, he will know about my teaching, whether it is from God or whether I speak 
from my own authority. 7:18 The person who speaks on his own authority desires to receive honor for 
himself; the one who desires the honor of the one who sent him is a man of integrity, and there is no 
unrighteousness in him.”

A Wolf Undermines God's Authority Structure
(Messiah Complex)

1 Corinthians 11:3-5: God's Authority Structure
“But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every man, and the husband is the head of  his wife, 
and God is the head of Christ. Any man who prays or prophesies with his head covered disgraces his 
head. But any woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered disgraces her head, for it is one 
and the same thing as having a shaved head.”

Ephesians 5:22-23 (NET): The Husband the Head of the Wife
“5:22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord, 5:23 because the husband is the head of the wife 
as also Christ is the head of the church – he himself being the savior of the body.”

2 Timothy 3:5-7 (NET): Worm Their Way Into Homes
“3:5 They will maintain the outward appearance of religion but will have repudiated its power. So 
avoid people like these. 3:6 For some of these insinuate themselves into households and captivate weak 
women who are overwhelmed with sins and led along by various passions. 3:7 Such women are always 
seeking instruction, yet never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.”

A Wolf Uses Force & Manipulation -A Shepherd Gently Leads

1 Peter 5:2-3 (NET): Do Not Lord It Over Them
“5:2 Give a shepherd’s care to God’s flock among you, exercising oversight not merely as a duty but 
willingly under God’s direction, not for shameful profit but eagerly. 5:3 And do not lord it over those 
entrusted to you, but be examples to the flock.”

2 Corinthians 11:18-21: You Put Up With Someone Who Strikes You In The Face
“11:18 Since many are boasting according to human standards, I too will boast. 11:19 For since you are 
so wise, you put up with fools gladly. 11:20 For you put up with it if someone makes slaves of you, if 
someone exploits you, if someone takes advantage of you, if someone behaves arrogantly toward you, 
if someone strikes you in the face. 11:21 (To my disgrace I must say that we were too weak for that!)”
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Don't Go Looking For Jesus In All The Wrong Places

Matthew 24:23-26 (NET): Do Not Go Out
“24:23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe him. 
24:24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect. 24:25 Remember, I have told you ahead of time. 24:26 So then, if 
someone says to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, or ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ 
do not believe him.”

Matthew 28:20b (NIV): I Am With You
“23:1 And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Don't Be Exclusive

Luke 9:49 (NLT): If They're Not Against You, They're For You!
“John said to Jesus, 'Master, we saw someone using your name to cast out demons. We tried to stop him 
because he isn’t in our group.' But Jesus said, 'Don’t stop him! Anyone who is not against you is for 
you.'"

Matthew 13:27-30a (NET): Don't Pull Up The Weeds
“13:27 So the slaves of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? 
Then where did the weeds come from?’ 13:28 He said, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the slaves replied, 
‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’ 13:29 But he said, ‘No, since in gathering the weeds you may 
uproot the wheat with them. 13:30 Let both grow together until the harvest .”

Don't Accept Another Mediator/Messiah

1 Timothy 2:5 (NIV): One Mediator
“For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.”

Don't Accept Sexual Immorality/ Abuse From a Leader
1 Thess. 4:3-8: Avoid Sexual Immorality, Don't Take Advantage Of Each Other
“3 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of 
you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust 
like the pagans, who do not know God; 6 and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage 
of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you and warned 
you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, anyone who 
rejects this instruction does not reject a human being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy 
Spirit.”

Hebrews 13:4 (NET): Keep The Marital Bed Pure
“Marriage must be honored among all and the marriage bed kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually 
immoral people and adulterers.”
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Jesus Didn't Have A Death Wish – Neither Should You
Matthew 26:37-39 (NET): Let This Cup Pass From Me
“He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and became anguished and
distressed. Then he said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, even to the point of death. Remain here 
and stay awake with me.” Going a little farther, he threw himself down with his face to the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if possible, let this cup pass from me! Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 

1 Thessalonians 4:11 (NIV): Make It Your Ambition To Lead A Quiet Life
“Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, 
just as we told you so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be 
dependent on anybody.”

2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV): Not Given A Spirit Of Fear
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

Don't Exalt The Counterfeit – Exalt The Standard
Revelation 2:24-25 (NET): So Called Deep Secrets
“2:24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, all who do not hold to this teaching (who have not learned the 
so-called “deep secrets of Satan”), to you I say: I do not put any additional burden on you.
2:25 However, hold on to what you have until I come.”

Ephesians 5:11-13 (NET): Shameful To Mention

“5:11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 5:12 For the things 
they do in secret are shameful even to mention. 5:13 But all things being exposed by the light are made 
evident.”

Matthew 6:22-23 (NET): The Eye The Lamp of the Body
“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if 
your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness!”

A Good Brainwashing
Ephesians 5:25-26 (NET): Washed In The Word
“5:25 Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her 5:26 to 
sanctify her by cleansing her with the washing of the water by the word.”

Philippians 4:8 (NET): Think On These Things
“4:8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of respect, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if something is excellent or 
praiseworthy, think about these things.”

Romans 12:2 (NET): Transformed By The Renewing Of Your Mind
“Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that 
you may test and approve what is the will of God – what is good and well-pleasing and perfect. 
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