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             Session 4 | Viewing Guide
               The End Is Closer Than You Think: A Lesson From The Fig Tree

Jesus: An Accurate Prophet

:        (see 3:00, 4:04)   Jesus' prophecy about the temple being destroyed — including the 
detailed description of the fact that not one                                             would be left on 
another — was fulfilled in 70 A.D, when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem. It's important to 
face the fact that this person who walked in human                                            and made 
accurate prophecies about future events also made prophecies about the generation in 
which Jerusalem would be                                                    — the generation in which we 
are living now.

Lessons From The Fig Tree: Avoiding Israel's Mistakes

• Identify the components of the parable of the unfruitful fig tree in Luke 13:1-9:

The Man Who Owns The Vineyard =                                                      
                              The Vineyard =                                                      
                                The Fig Tree =                                                       

       The Worker/ Advocate For The Fig Tree =                                                       

Two Portraits Of Jesus

1. Luke 13:1-9 (the parable of the unfruitful “fig tree”) gives us a portrait of
Jesus the Merciful                                                                       (see 9:19).

2. Mark 11:12-15 ( the story of Jesus cursing the literal fig tree and cleansing
the temple in Jerusalem) gives us a portrait of
Jesus the                                             (see 9:30).

:  (see 12:38) So what is the lesson of the fig tree? Jesus is not always going to be taking 
the position of the                                                             advocate. There comes a time
when                                                                               is here — and when it happens,
it happens                                                                     .
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Avoiding A False Sense Of Security

& Luke 21:34-36 (NET)
“But be on your                                so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day close down 
upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will overtake all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. But stay                       at all times, praying that you may have strength 
to escape all these things that must happen, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

:  (see 16:00) Don't look to your                                                     or where you came from 
and think that you're going to ride on the                                             of your traditions or 
your forefathers. Jesus told the Jews — a people that actually had a covenant with
God — not to have a false sense of security in the fact that they had the right genetics, 
because that's not enough. He told them that they had to produce                                     .
 

Avoiding A False Sense Of Grace

1. According to Titus 2:11-2, the grace of God teaches you to live a                            -
                          ,                                   and                         life in this present age.

2. Jude 1:4 says that ungodly people turn the grace of God into a                     for evil. 

Avoiding A False Sense Of Self-Righteousness

& Matthew 5:20 (NET)
“For I tell you, unless your                                        goes beyond that of the experts 
in the law and the Pharisees, you will never                         the kingdom of heaven.”

Avoiding A False Confidence in Knowledge

:  (see 28:25) We are deceived because of our evil                                      , not because of 
our wrong                                                                             .
 

The End Is Closer Than You Think: A False Confidence In Timing

:  (see 33:20) It says that when Jesus came looking for fruit on the fig tree, it was not the
                     for figs. He knew it was too early for figs — so why could he judge it? Because 
he'd been dealing witht the people of Jerusalem (the fig tree) for years. You would think if 
He was going to come looking for fruit, He would wait until it was the season for figs, 
wouldn't you? So learn a lesson from the fig tree — the end is                       than you think.
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             Session 4 | Weekly Assignment
               The End Is Closer Than You Think: A Lesson From The Fig Tree

    Weekly Note Card                                                                                                     

         “And if those days had not been cut short, no one would be saved. But for the sake of 

the elect those days will be cut short. ” Matthew 24:22

  READ YOUR BIBLE!READ YOUR BIBLE!
Click links to LISTEN to your assignment or READ ONLINE!

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

□ Luke 21:5-38 □ Is  5:1-30 □ Gal 5:13-26 □ 1 Cor 13:1-13 □ Matt 23:1-39

□ Mark 11:12-25 □ Luke 13:1-9  □ 1 John 2:1-11 □ Rom 6:15-23 □ Is  66:1-16

The Parable Of The Fig Tree:
Lessons From Israel

:  (see 1:05) In the last session, we learned that Jesus uses the fig tree as a symbol of
                                    . So we're going to take another look at this “fig tree” to see what 
else Jesus is telling us. Not only does the revival of Jerusalem indicate that we are in the 
last                                        — Jesus also wants us to learn how to avoid making the same 
mistakes that Israel has classically made, so that we don't come under the same judgment.

Multiple Fulfillments Of Biblical Prophecy

&  Luke 21:29-33 (NET)
“21:29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the other trees. 
21:30 When they sprout leaves, you see for yourselves and know that summer is now 
near. 21:31 So also you, when you see these things happening, know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 21:32 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things take place. 21:33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away.”
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Jesus said that when we “see for ourselves” the revival of the proverbial “fig tree”, this 
will be the generation in which ALL of the signs of the end of the age will come to pass. 
These signs include:

1. The revelation of the “man of lawlessness” (the antichrist)
2. The ending of the daily sacrifice in the Temple
3. The abomination that causes desolation
4. A time of distress unequaled in the history of the world
5. Jerusalem surrounded by armies
6. The destruction of Jerusalem
7. The return of Jesus

It's important to note that the sign of the desolation of Jerusalem, which was given 
consistently by Jesus and the Old Testament prophets, has actually been fulfilled more than 
once. For example, in 70 AD, Titus (the future emperor of Rome) laid siege to and 
conquered Jerusalem. It is reported that in the confusion of the fighting, the temple was 
set on fire. (The gold of the Temple melted in the flames and ran down into the crevices of 
the walls. Afterward, the stones of the walls were pried apart in order to retrieve the 
gold.) The people of Jerusalem were massacred, much of the city was razed to the ground, 
and the Jewish people were scattered.

This definitively fulfilled Jesus' prophecy that “not one stone would be left on another” in 
Herod's Temple. Moreover, it could be taken as a fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy that 
Jerusalem would be surrounded by armies, and that it's destruction (or desolation) would 
follow shortly thereafter.

The fact is, Israel's history is full of examples of leaders setting up detestable 
“abominations” (idols) in the Temple, and Jerusalem suffering desolation as a result of their 
disobedience to God. This is why Jesus gives us a distinctive sign to look to, which allows us 
to identify which of these cycles will culminate in the return of Christ. That sign is the 
revival of Israel — the fig tree — after a long “winter” period.

& Song Of Songs 2:11-13b (NET):
“Look! The winter has passed, the winter rains are over and gone. The pomegranates 
have appeared in the land, the time for pruning and singing has come; the voice of 
the turtledove is heard in our land. The fig tree has budded, the vines have 
blossomed and give off their fragrance.”

Israel's winter period began with the defeat of Jerusalem and the scattering of the Jews in 
70 AD. Israel was no longer a nation. It showed no signs of life — it appeared to be dead. 
But that seemingly lifeless “fig tree” was miraculously revived in 1948, when Israel was 
established in its own land and recognized as a sovereign nation after almost 2,000 years of 
exile. Jesus tells us that the generation which sees this unique sign will see ALL of the signs 
fulfilled — including the return of Jesus Christ!
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  Unlocking The Parable 

In Luke 13:1-9, Jesus gives us insight into the impending judgment of the fig tree.

& Luke 13:1-9 (NET): 
“13:1 Now there were some present on that occasion who told him about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 13:2 He answered 
them, “Do you think these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, 
because they suffered these things? 13:3 No, I tell you! But unless you repent, you 
will all perish as well! 13:4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower in 
Siloam fell on them, do you think they were worse offenders than all the others who 
live in Jerusalem? 13:5 No, I tell you! But unless you repent you will all perish as 
well!”13:6 Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 13:7 So he said to the 
worker who tended the vineyard, ‘For three years now, I have come looking for fruit 
on this fig tree, and each time I inspect it I find none. Cut it down! Why should it 
continue to deplete the soil?’ 13:8 But the worker answered him, ‘Sir, leave it alone 
this year too, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 13:9 Then if it bears fruit 
next year, very well, but if not, you can cut it down.’”

Remember what we learned in Session 3? In order to understand any of Jesus' parables, we 
must first:

1) Identify the components of the parable.
2) Identify what each component represents, according to Scripture.
3) Identify the relationship between the components.

➔ It is in identifying the relationship between the components that we identify the 
main lesson, or truth, Jesus is conveying.

➔ We can also glean details surrounding that truth by examining details about the 
components found in Scripture.

Let's apply this method to the parable in Luke 13:1-9 to find out what Jesus is saying.

Identify The Components

There are four main components to this parable:

1. The Man Who Owns The Vineyard
2. The VIneyard
3. The Fig Tree In The Vineyard
4. The Worker Who Advocates For The Fig Tree
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Identify What The Components Represent

Scripture clearly identifies the meaning of the vineyard, and who the vineyard belongs to.

& Read Isaiah 5:3-5 (NET):

“5:3 So now, residents of Jerusalem, people of Judah,
you decide between me and my vineyard!
5:4 What more can I do for my vineyard beyond what I have already done?
When I waited for it to produce edible grapes, why did it produce sour ones instead?
5:5 Now I will inform you what I am about to do to my vineyard:
I will remove its hedge and turn it into pasture,
I will break its wall and allow animals to graze there.
5:6 I will make it a wasteland; no one will prune its vines or hoe its ground, and 
thorns and briers will grow there. I will order the clouds not to drop any rain on it.
5:7 Indeed Israel is the vineyard of the Lord who commands armies,
the people of Judah are the cultivated place in which he took delight.
He waited for justice, but look what he got – disobedience!
He waited for fairness, but look what he got – cries for help!”

• According to vv. 3 & 7, who does the vineyard represent?                                         
                                                                                                                              .

• According to vs. 7, who does the vineyard belong to?                                               .

• According to vs. 7, what “edible fruit” was the Lord looking to find in Israel?             
                                                                                                                              .

• What “sour grapes” did He find instead?                                                                    
                                                                                                                              .

• Again, according to Luke 13:4-5, who does the fig tree represent?                          .

Scripture portrays both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit as advocates to the Father on behalf 
of God's people.

& Read 1 John 2:1 (NET):
“(My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.)
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous One...”

& Read John 14:26 (NET):
“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything, and will cause you to remember everything I said to you.”
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We can look to the details in Luke 13:6-9 to determine who the worker/ advocate in this 
parable represents. Specifically, it says that the owner of the vineyard was furious at the fig 
tree, because in spite of the fact that the worker/ advocate had cared for it, the owner 
found no fruit on the tree for three years. The worker then asks for the judgment to be 
delayed for one more year — for one last opportunity to fertilize the tree, in hopes that it 
will finally bear fruit.

When Jesus spoke this parable, He was nearing the end of His public ministry to Israel, 
which is generally believed to have lasted about 3 ½ years. Though He had done great signs 
among them, though He had silenced the religious leaders and teachers of the Law with His 
wisdom — Israel still refused to repent of their sin and acknowledge that Jesus was sent by 
God.

• Between the two possible people symbolized by the worker — Jesus/ The Holy
Spirit — which do we know had been specifically working that vineyard (Israel) for 
approximately 3 years?                                                                                            . 

• Who does the worker in this parable represent?                                                        .

By looking to these Scriptures, you have now identified the components of the parable.

The Man Who Owns The Vineyard =                                                    
                               The Vineyard =                                                     
                                 The Fig Tree =                                                     

      The Worker/ Advocate For The Fig Tree =                                                     

The Lesson: What Jesus Is Saying

In this parable, Jesus gives us a personal glimpse into a conversation between He and God 
the Father about the people of Israel. In doing so, He gives us insight into God's criteria for 
judgment, Jesus' merciful nature, and the stubborn sin of Israel — which leads to it's own 
destruction. Jesus does this in the hope that you and I will learn from Israel's mistakes and 
choose a different path — that instead of destruction, we may receive eternal life.

The lesson is this: Jerusalem (Israel), though cultivated with great care by its Maker, has 
historically failed to bear fruit for the Lord. Though Israel claims God's name, it has 
consistently shown itself to be as hostile as briars to the Lord and His representatives. 
Because of this, God has pronounced judgment upon this “present city of Jerusalem”. 
According to Jesus, it is destined to suffer God's vengeance for its unrepentant sin — and in 
the end times, it will be completely desolated.

& Luke 21:20-22 (NET):
“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation 
has come near. Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. Those who 
are inside the city must depart. Those who are out in the country must not enter it, 
because these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written.”
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In order to avoid Israel's fate, we must first acknowledge that we have the same tendency 
to go astray. We must allow our Shepherd to point out where we're making the same 
mistakes that Israel made. Then, instead of ignoring the Word of the Lord, we must take it 
to heart and turn away from our sin. Only then can we avoid repeating Israel's history... and 
sharing in it's unenviable future.

Two Portraits Of Jesus
Jesus, The Merciful Advocate

So we see that the parable of the vineyard in Luke 13:1-9 paints a portrait of Jesus as the 
merciful Advocate — asking the Father to give the unfruitful “fig tree” one more chance. 
Throughout the Scriptures, Jesus is revealed as one who pleads with the Father on behalf of 
sinners, working tirelessly to win the hearts of those who refuse to accept Him. This 
portrait of Christ is the one that is most familiar to many Christians.

& Hebrews 4:14-16 (NET):
“Therefore since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 4:15 For we do not have a 
high priest incapable of                                 with our weaknesses, but one who has 
been tempted in every way just as we are, yet without                    . 4:16 Therefore 
let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace 
whenever we need help.”

& Isaiah 53:5-7, 11-12 (NET):
“He was wounded because of our                                         deeds, crushed because 
of                       sins; he endured                                                        that made us 
well; because of his wounds we have been healed. All of us had wandered off like 
sheep; each of us had strayed off on his own path, but the Lord caused the sin of all 
of us to attack him. He was treated harshly and afflicted, but he did not even open 
his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughtering block, like a sheep silent before her 
shearers, he did not even open his mouth... Having suffered, he will reflect on his 
work, he will be satisfied when he understands what he has done. 'My servant will  
                                                many, for he carried their sins. So I will assign him a 
portion with the multitudes, he will divide the spoils of victory with the 
powerful, because he willingly submitted to death and was numbered with the 
rebels, when he lifted up the sin of many and                                              on 
behalf of the rebels.'”

& Luke 23:34a (NET):
“But Jesus said, 'Father,                                                    them, for they don’t know 
what they are doing...'”
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Jesus The Judge

In Mark 11:12-25, we see another story about Jesus, a fig tree, and Jerusalem. Only this 
time, it's not a parable — this story is lived out in Jesus' real, physical life.

& Mark 11:12-25 (NIV):
“11:12 Now the next day, as they went out from Bethany, he was hungry. 11:13 After 
noticing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, he went to see if he could find any 
fruit on it. When he came to it he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season 
for figs. 11:14 He said to it, 'May no one ever eat fruit from you again.' And his 
disciples heard it.
11:15 Then they came to Jerusalem. Jesus entered the temple area and began to 
drive out those who were selling and buying in the temple courts. He turned over the 
tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves, 11:16 and he 
would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 
11:17 Then he began to teach them and said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have turned it into a den of 
robbers!” 11:18 The chief priests and the experts in the law heard it and they 
considered how they could assassinate him, for they feared him, because the whole 
crowd was amazed by his teaching. 11:19 When evening came, Jesus and his 
disciples went out of the city. 11:20 In the morning as they passed by, they saw the 
fig tree withered from the roots. 11:21 Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, 
look! The fig tree you cursed has withered.” 11:22 Jesus said to them, “Have faith in 
God. 11:23 I tell you the truth, if someone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and 
thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says 
will happen, it will be done for him. 11:24 For this reason I tell you, whatever you 
pray and ask for, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
11:25 Whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, 
so that your Father in heaven will also forgive you your sins.”

• What was Jesus looking for when He came upon the fig tree?                                    .

• What did He find?                                                                                                    .

• What was His reaction?                                                                                            .

• After cursing the fig tree, where did Jesus go?                                                         .

• What was His expectation for His Father's house?                                                      
                                                                                                                              .

• What had God's people turned it into?(vs. 17)                                                             .

• What was Jesus' reaction?                                                                                             
                                                                                                                              .
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This account gives us another portrait — that of Jesus the Judge. Again, we see a 
connection between the judgment of the fig tree and the judgment of Jerusalem. The 
disciples were amazed at how quickly the fig tree withered once Jesus pronounced 
judgment upon it — and it was this withered fig tree that would have been brought to their 
minds when Jesus said to them “Now learn a lesson from the fig tree...”(Matt 24:32).

To those who witnessed this miracle, the fig tree served as a future sign of Jesus' return — 
but also of the frightening reality of His judgment. It demonstrated the sudden finality of 
His decision... that the merciful advocate will not always show mercy. The moment comes 
when He determines that there is no fruit...and decides that there never will be. At that 
moment, time is up — judgment has been rendered, and there is no turning back.

A Lesson From History:
Avoiding Israel's Mistakes

A False Sense Of Security: Caught In The Trap

The people of Israel were not ready for their time of visitation. They did not believe the 
prophecies about the coming Messiah enough to change the way they were living. As a 
result, they were judged by God. And as believers, Jesus warns us that if we don't get ready 
for His return, the same thing will happen to us.

& Luke 21:34-36 (NET)
“But be on your                                         so that your hearts are not weighed down 
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day close 
down upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will overtake all who live on the face of 
the whole earth. But stay alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to 
escape all these things that must happen, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Unbelief leads to a false sense of security. It deceives people into thinking that they can go 
on living however they like — disregarding Jesus' instruction to repent of their sin — without 
consequences.

& 2 Peter 3:3-4 (NET)
“Above all, understand this: In the last days blatant scoffers will come, being 
propelled by their own evil                                                   and saying, 'Where is his 
promised return? For ever since our ancestors died, all things have continued as they 
were from the beginning of creation.'”

& Matthew 24:37-39 (NET)
“For just like the days of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man will be. For in 
those days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. And they knew nothing until the flood 
came and took them all away. It will be the same at the coming of the Son of Man.”
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& 2 Peter 3:9-12a (NET)
“The Lord is not                                             concerning his promise, as some regard 
slowness, but is being patient toward you, because he does not wish for any to perish 
but for all to come to repentance. 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief; when it comes, the heavens will disappear with a horrific noise, and the 
celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze, and the earth and every deed done on it 
will be laid bare. 3:11 Since all these things are to melt away in this manner, what 
sort of people must we be, conducting our lives in holiness and godliness, 3:12 while 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God?”

✔ Check Yourself

Do you believe that Jesus is returning?

  Yes
  No

If so, what changes have you made in your life that reflect the sincerity of that 
belief?                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                              .

According to 2 Peter 3:11, how should you be conducting your life while you wait 
for Jesus' return?                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                              .

What actions can you take today to move in the direction of holiness and 
godliness?                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                              .
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A False Sense Of Grace

The message of the withered fig tree is an alarming one: once you see Jesus coming down 
that road, it's too late to change. No more do-overs, no excuses. He will quickly determine 
whether or not you have fruit, and judge you accordingly.

This view of Jesus may challenge your understanding of God's grace — and that's good! 
Ephesians 2:8 tells us that it is by grace, through faith, that we are saved. We need to be 
sure that the grace we're putting our trust in is the same grace that God is talking about. If 
we have a false sense of what grace means to God, we may be placing our trust in 
something that has no power to save us.

Thankfully, God's Word gives us a few simple markers that make it easy to recognize the 
difference between authentic and counterfeit grace.

& Titus 2:11-12 (NET)
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. It trains us to 
reject godless ways and worldly desires and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 
lives in the present age.”

& Jude 1:4 (NET)
“For certain men have secretly slipped in among you – men who long ago were 
marked out for the condemnation I am about to describe – ungodly men who have 
turned the grace of our God into a license for evil and who deny our only Master and 
Lord, Jesus Christ.”

• What does God's grace teach you to reject?
1.                                                                                  
2.                                                                                  

• What kind of life does God's grace teach you to live in this present age?
                                                                                                                              .

• Does God's grace allow us to continue in a life of sin?

  Yes
  No

• According to Jude 1:4, what kind of person turns the grace of God into a license for 
evil?                                                                                                                       .

• What does this verse tell us about the destiny of such a person?                                
                                                                                                                              .
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✔ Check Yourself

Have you ever thought to yourself, “I know it's a sin...but I'll just ask for forgiveness 
later”?

  Yes
  No

Is this what God's grace teaches you to do?

  Yes
  No

Is that the kind of grace you want to be caught placing your trust in when Jesus 
returns?

  Yes
  No

If we repent of our sin, God will forgive us. But if we use grace as an excuse to continue in 
sin, we deny Jesus Christ as our Master. Our true master is whatever we obey.

& Romans 6:15-16 (NET)
“15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By 
no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey — whether you are slaves to sin, which 
leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

To choose to continue in sin is to choose another master — otherwise known as idolatry.

& Jeremiah 5:7 (NET)
“The Lord asked, 'How can I leave you unpunished, Jerusalem? Your people have 
rejected me and have worshiped gods that are not gods at all. Even though I supplied 
all their needs, they were like an unfaithful wife to me.”

• When God's people choose idolatry over obedience to His Word, how does God 
perceive it?                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                              .

• So, how personally does God take it when you choose to sin?                                     
                                                                                                                              .
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& Read Jonah 2:8 (NET):
“Those who worship worthless idols forfeit the mercy that could be theirs.”

• Do you need God's mercy in order to be saved?

     Yes
   No

• In light of the information in Jonah 2:8, can you afford to indulge in obedience to 
sin (idolatry)? 

    Maybe
      Absolutely Not

A False Sense Of Self-Righteousness

Ironically, the Israelites who hated the Son of God most were the ones who considered 
themselves to be the most spiritual — the chief priests and experts in the law (Pharisees, 
Sadducees, etc.). Jesus warned His own disciples not to follow these leaders, and not to be 
infected with their hypocrisy and corruption.

& Matthew 16:6, 12 (NET)
“'Watch out,' Jesus said to them, 'beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.'...Then they understood that he had not told them to be on guard against 
the yeast in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

& Matthew 5:20 (NET)
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness goes beyond that of the experts in the law 
and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

• According to this passage, are a person's political position, outward religious 
observances, or knowledge about the Bible enough to impress God?

  Yes
  No
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& Luke 3:8 (NIV):
“Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up 
children for Abraham.”

• According to this passage, is God impressed by a person's lineage, heritage, or
religious tradition when it comes time for judgment?

  Yes
  No

& Matthew 3:10 (NET)
“Even now the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

& Luke 6:43-45 (NET)
“6:43 For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 
6:44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thorns, 
nor are grapes picked from brambles. 6:45 The good person out of the good treasury 
of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasury produces evil, 
for his mouth speaks from what fills his heart.”

• As in the parables of the vineyard and the fig tree, what criteria does God use to 
judge us?                                                                                                                .

If we have the humility to believe that we have the same sinful nature — and the same 
capacity for self-righteousness — that the Pharisees had, then we can begin to guard 
ourselves against it.

Ironically, if we assume that we're somehow better than those who came before us — that 
we're immune to the yeast of the Pharisees — then we are not on our guard against it, and 
self-righteousness sneaks in undetected.

& Read the following passages:

& Matthew 23:29-33 (NET)
“23:29 Woe to you, experts in the law and you Pharisees, hypocrites! You build 
tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 23:30 And you say, 
‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have participated with 
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 23:31 By saying this you testify against 
yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 23:32 Fill 
up then the measure of your ancestors! 23:33 You snakes, you offspring of vipers! 
How will you escape being condemned to hell?”
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& Daniel 9:4-6, 20-23a (NET)
“9:4 I prayed to the LORD my God, confessing in this way:
'O Lord, great and awesome God who is faithful to his covenant with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, 9:5 we have sinned! We have done what is wrong 
and wicked; we have rebelled by turning away from your commandments and 
standards. 9:6 We have not paid attention to your servants the prophets, who spoke 
by your authority to our kings, our leaders, and our ancestors, and to all the 
inhabitants of the land as well... 9:20 While I was still speaking and praying, 
confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and presenting my request before 
the LORD my God concerning his holy mountain – 9:21 yes, while I was still praying, 
the man Gabriel, whom I had seen previously in a vision, was approaching me in my 
state of extreme weariness, around the time of the evening offering. 9:22 He spoke 
with me, instructing me as follows: “Daniel, I have now come to impart 
understanding to you. 9:23 At the beginning of your requests a message went out, 
and I have come to convey it to you, for you are of great value in God’s sight.”

• What attitude did the Pharisees take towards their forefathers' sins?                         
                                                                                                                              .

• What attitude did Daniel take toward his forefathers' sins?                                        
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                              .

• What attitude did Jesus take toward the Pharisees?                                                   
                                                                                                                              .

• What attitude did God take toward Daniel?                                                               
                                                                                                                              .

• Who's sin was ultimately forgiven (choose one)?

  The sin of those who were righteous in their own estimation.
  The sin of the one who acknowledged that the sins of his
      forefathers were also his own.

A False Confidence In Knowledge

Though it's very important to read and study your Bible, please understand that Bible 
knowledge alone won't be enough in the end-times. You must prepare for the return of 
Christ by moving in obedience to Jesus' words today.

Knowledge can serve to puff up our pride. When this happens, it stunts our growth. Our 
ability to learn new things from God is stifled, because our goal shifts from discovering 
truth to justifying our own doctrinal position. If we want to learn from God, we must shift 
our focus to what God deems important. As it says:
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& 1 Corinthians 8:1b-3 (NET)
“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. If someone thinks he knows something, he 
does not yet know to the degree that he needs to know. But if someone loves God, 
he is known by God.”

• According to this passage, which is more important to have? (choose one):

  Knowledge about God
  Love for God

& 1 Corinthians 13:2 (NIV) 
“If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 
I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”

➔ Again,the fruit of the Spirit is love — and in God's book, fruit comes first! No matter 
what else you may have, if you don't have love, it doesn't count.

& 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 (NIV)
“The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will 
use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie,and 
all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because 
they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a 
powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be 
condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.”

• According to this prophecy, what is God's reason for sending a powerful delusion upon 
people in the end-times, so that they'll believe the lie and be condemned?(choose one):

  God's mad because their tribulation theory is wrong.
  God wants to punish them for being raised in the wrong 

    denomination.
  They have some doctrines that are incorrect.
  God perceives that they refuse to love the truth and so be saved.

When it comes to the last days and the timing of Jesus' return, it's important not to have a 
false sense of security in your knowledge. Scripture clearly shows us that it's not a lack of 
knowledge, but a spiritual blindness that causes people to be caught unaware when Jesus 
shows up.

Case in point: The Pharisees and teachers of the Law were experts on Scripture — especially 
the passages that give prophetic details about the appearance and reign of the Messiah. 
One of these passages, found in Daniel 9, gives a precise countdown to the appearance of 
the “anointed one”. As it turns out, this prophetic countdown takes us to the exact timing 
of Jesus' appearance in Jerusalem.
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One would think that these religious leaders would have recognized the time of their 
visitation — their Bible knowledge certainly should have pointed them in that direction. But 
once again, it wasn't their lack of knowledge, but their spiritual blindness that shrouded the 
truth from their eyes.

The End Is Closer Than You Think: A False Confidence In Timing

One of the dangers of studying eschatology is that you can lull yourself into a false 
confidence in the belief that you understand the timing of Jesus' return.

& Mark 11:13 (NET)
“After noticing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, he went to see if he could find 
any fruit on it. When he came to it he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the 
season for figs.”

Part of the lesson of the fig tree is this: Jesus judged it before it would seem logical to do 
so. Specifically, it says that it wasn't the season for figs — yet when Jesus found it was 
bearing no fruit, He judged it anyway.

From a human perspective, this may seem a little premature. But from God's perspective, 
Jesus had already been dealing with the fig tree (Israel) for years — even centuries. He 
didn't need to wait for the season for figs. He knew this tree, and He made His
judgment. — and it's end was closer than one would think.

We see this theme — the end coming even more quickly than the signs would seem to 
indicate — repeated in other Scriptures as well:

&  Isaiah 66:7-8 (NET)
“                                  she goes into labor, she gives                                     ! Before 
her contractions begin, she delivers a boy! Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who 
has ever seen this? Can a country be brought forth in one day? Can a nation be born 
in a single moment? Yet as soon as Zion goes into labor she gives birth to sons!”

& Matthew 24:21-22 (NET)
“For then there will be great suffering unlike anything that has happened from the 
beginning of the world until now, or ever will happen. And if those days had not been 
                                                             , no one would be saved. But for the sake of 
the elect those days will be cut short.”

This is why it's important not to have a false confidence in our understanding of the timing 
of end-times events. Instead, we must place our confidence in Jesus' command. As He says:

& Luke 12:40 (NET)
“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you
do not                                                                      him.”
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