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        Session 2 | Viewing Guide
          Signs of the Times: Jesus' Road Map for the Last Days

Road Map: Signs Of The Times

1. You will hear of                                                and rumors of wars.

2.                                   will rise against nation/ kingdom against                                 .

3. Famines, great                                                 and/ or great storms, plagues, fearful 
(terrifying) events, signs from                                                   .

4. Universal                                                      of Christians — Christians will be hated 
by all men, all                                                     for Christ's name.

5.                                                                     will increase, love will grow cold. 
RESULT: Brother betrays brother, many people fall away from the faith, false 
prophets deceive many.

6. The                                            will be preached in the whole world.

7. The abomination that causes the                                                       of Jerusalem — 
there will be unequaled                                       on the earth. This time will be cut 
short for the sake of the                                               .

8. False                                        will appear performing false signs to deceive even 
the elect, if possible.

9. The sun & moon will be                                 , stars will fall, heavenly bodies will be 
shaken. The sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky — all the nations will 
mourn.

10. Jesus will return &                                        His elect from from the ends of 
the heavens and the earth.

• The point of reference Jesus uses is                                            .

• The time leading up to Christ's coming is compared
to                                                                            .

• Jesus' purpose in telling us these things ahead of time is that in Him 
we may have                                                           .
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        Session 2 | Weekly Assignment
          Signs of the Times: Jesus' Road Map for the Last Days
                           

                  Weekly Note Card                                                                                                        

“So also you, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom
of God is near.” Luke 21:31 (NET)

READ YOUR BIBLE!  READ YOUR BIBLE!  
Click links to LISTEN to your assignment or READ ONLINE!

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

□ Matt 24:3-35 □ 2 Tim 3:1-5 □ Luke 21:5-37 □ 2 Pet 1:3-11 □ John 16:1-24

□ Matt 7:15-20 □ Eph 1:3-14  □ 1 John 3:9-20 □ James 1:2-18

The Road Map

Jesus gives us a road map of what we can expect in the last days in Matthew 24, Mark 13, 
and Luke 21. This week, your main goal will be to begin to memorize this “road map”. It's 
not necessary to memorize these passages verbatim. The goal is simply to become familiar 
with these ten points of reference, which are outlined in the video.

To that end, your first assignment is to fill out the road map below using a few keywords 
that will jog your memory. (I suggest you use your Viewer Guide along with Matthew 24 
and Luke 21 to help you.) For example, you might express the first sign as “wars/ rumors 
of wars”, or the seventh sign as “abomination of desolation/ unequaled distress”. Keep 
your answers short and easy to remember.

After you've filled out the road map, hang it up somewhere in your home or office where 
you will see it several times a day. Whenever you have the time, take a moment to read 
through each sign. Then, close your eyes and see how many of the signs you can repeat out 
loud.

Though this may seem like a repetitive exercise, this simple process will help your brain to 
move the information from your short term memory to your long term memory database.
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Jesus' Road Map

1. __________________________________________

2. __________________________________________

3. __________________________________________

4. __________________________________________

5. __________________________________________

6. __________________________________________

7. __________________________________________

8. __________________________________________

9. __________________________________________

10. ______________________________________
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The Signs Of The Times

1. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars.

2. Nation (people group) will rise against nation/ kingdom against kingdom 
3. Famines, great earthquakes and/ or great storms, plagues, terrifying events,

signs from heaven

• Here are the Greek definitions for the phrase“great earthquakes ” found in Luke 21:11.

Megas <3173>
Definition: 1) great

1a1) in particular, of space and its dimensions, as respects
1a1a) mass and weight: great
1a1b) compass and extent: large, spacious
1a1c) measure and height: long
1b) of number and quantity: numerous, large, abundant
1d) used of intensity and its degrees: with great effort, of
the affections and emotions of the mind, of natural events
powerfully affecting the senses: violent, mighty, strong 

~big (literally or figuratively, in a very wide application)-(+ fear) exceedingly, 
great(-est), high, large, loud, mighty, + (be) sore (afraid), strong, 

seismos <4578>
Definition: 1) a shaking, a commotion

2) a tempest
3) an earthquake

• Examples of the use of “seismos” in the New Testament (emphasis added):

& Acts 16:26 (NET):

“Suddenly a great earthquake (seismos) occurred, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken. Immediately all the doors flew open, and the bonds  of all the prisoners 
came loose.”

& Matthew 8:24-26 (NET):

“And a great storm (seismos) developed on the sea so that the waves began to swamp the 
boat. But [Jesus] was asleep. So they came and woke him up saying, 'Lord, save us! We are 
about to die!' But he said to them, 'Why are you cowardly, you people of little faith?' Then he 
got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it was dead calm.”
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4. Persecution of Christians — Christians will be hated by all men, all nations for 
Christ's name.

:  Understand, we’ve seen these signs to a certain degree. But Jesus is telling us that the
      end times are going to be like a woman in                                         , so the key is how
                                       these signs are and how                         together they come.
     That’s what really indicates to us how close we are to the          end            . (see 7:08)

5. Wickedness will increase, love will grow cold. Brother will betray brother, many 
people will fall away from the faith, false prophets will deceive many.

& 2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NET):

“But understand this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For people will 
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, 
without self-control, savage, opposed to what is good, treacherous, reckless, 
conceited, loving pleasure rather than loving God. They will maintain the outward 
appearance of religion but will have repudiated its power. So avoid
people like these.”

:   Why will an increase in wickedness in the end times result in separation between 
family members and friends, as well as people falling away from the faith? (see 8:40)

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                              .

6. The Gospel will be preached in the whole world.

:  Name 3 reasons Jesus' prophecy that the Gospel would be preached in the whole world 
would have seemed impossible in His time. (see 9:30) 

1.                                                                                                                             

2.                                                                                                                         

3.                                                                                                                         
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7. The abomination that causes the desolation of Jerusalem: there will be 
unequaled distress on the earth. This time is cut short for the sake of the elect.

& Matthew 24:15-22 (NET):

“So when you see the                                                 of                                – 
spoken about by Daniel the prophet – standing in the holy place (let the reader 
understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains. The one on the roof 
must not come down to take anything out of his house, and the one in the field must 
not turn back to get his cloak. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are 
nursing their babies in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a 
Sabbath. For then there will be great                                                             unlike 
anything that has happened from the beginning of the world until now, or ever will 
happen. And if those days had not been cut                                  , no one would be 
saved. But for the sake of the                                                         those days
will be cut short.”

& Luke 21:20 (NET):

“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by                                                            , 
then know that its desolation has come near.”

& Luke 21:21-23 (NET):

“Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. Those who are inside the 
city must depart. Those who are out in the country must not enter it, because these 
are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. Woe to those who are pregnant 
and to those who are nursing their babies in those days! For there will be great
                                                        on the earth and wrath against this people.”

& Luke 21:25 (NET):

“And there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 
nations will be in                                                    , anxious over the roaring of the
sea and the surging                                                   . People will be fainting from 
fear and from the expectation of what is coming on the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken.”

• According to Luke 21:20, the “abomination that causes desolation” is specifically 
referring to the desolation of                                                                                  .

• According to that same verse, what sign will we SEE that will indicate this desolation 
is at hand?                                                                                                              .

• According to Matthew 24:11, how will the subsequent suffering compare to the 
tragic events we've seen in the world so far?                                                            .
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• For whose sake will those days of unequaled suffering days be cut short?                   

                                                                                                                              .

• The word “elect” is found several times in these passages. Below is the definition of the 
Greek word often translated “elect” or “chosen” in the New Testament.

eklektos <1588>
Definition:    1) picked out, chosen

1a) chosen by God,
1a1) to obtain salvation through Christ
1a1a) Christians are called "chosen or elect" of God
1a2) the Messiah in called "elect", as appointed by God to the
most exalted office conceivable
1a3) choice, select, i.e. the best of its kind or class,
excellence preeminent: applied to certain individual Christians

~ by implication, favorite:-chosen, elect. 

• Examples of the use of “eklektos” and “eklegomai” in the NT (emphasis added):

& Matt 22:14 (NET):
“For many are called, but few are chosen (eklektos).”

& Rom 8:33 (NET):
“Who will bring any charge against God’s elect (eklektos)? It is God who justifies.”

& Luke 18:7 (NET):
“Won’t God give justice to his chosen ones (eklektos), who cry out to him day and night? 
Will he delay long to help them?”

& 2 Tim 2:10 (NET):
“So I endure all things for the sake of those chosen by God (eklektos), that they too may 
obtain salvation in Christ Jesus and its eternal glory.”

& 1 Pet 2:9 (NET):
“But you are a chosen (eklektos) race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,a people of his 
own, so that you may proclaim the virtues of the one who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.”

& Eph 1:4 (NET):
“For he chose (eklegomai) us in Christ before the foundation of the world that we may be 
holy and unblemished in his sight in love.”
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• If you are a Christian, are you one of God's elect?

  Yes
  No

✔ Check Yourself

 Do you believe that you are one of God's “elect”, chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world?                                                                                          .
Do you ever doubt your position as God's elect?                                                        .

& Look up and read 2 Peter 1:3-11.

& Look up and read 1 John 3:14-20.

 According to 2 Peter 1:5-7, what actions can you take, or “make every effort” to do, 
in order to “make sure of your calling and election” (vs. 10)?                                      
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                              .

 According to 1 John 3:14-17, how can you know that you belong to the truth when 
your heart condemns you?                                                                                       
                                                                                                                              .

Does this assurance come from your own greatness?                                                 .

Whose greatness is this assurance based upon (vs. 20)?                                                 
                                                                                                                              .

 What actions are associated with “laying down your life for your brother” (vs. 17)?
                                                                                                                              .
Do you habitually take these actions when you see someone in need?                       .
                                                                                                                              

 Is there room to “add to your faith excellence” in this area of your life?                   .
Explain                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                              .
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8. False Christs will appear performing false signs to deceive even the                     .

• Are you one of God's elect?

  Yes
  No

• Knowing that the elect will be targeted by false religious leaders coming in 
Christ's name, how impressed should you be by a leader's ability to do miraculous 
signs at this time?                                                                                               .

Read the following passages:

& John 3:34a (NET):
“For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God...”

& Matthew 7:15,18-20 (NET):
“Watch out for false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
voracious wolves...A good tree is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree to bear 
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. So then, you will recognize them by their fruit.”

• According to these passages, what two criteria can you use to determine whether 
someone has been sent by God?
1.                                                                                                                          .
2.                                                                                                                          .

9. The sun & moon will be darkened, stars will fall, heavenly bodies will be shaken. 
The sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky – all the nations will mourn.

10. Jesus will return & gather His                                  from from the ends of the 
heavens and earth (the event that many Christians refer to as “the rapture”).
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The Point Of Reference Jesus Uses Is Yours:
What You Hear & What You See

Many of the signs Jesus gave certainly seem to be increasing. War and bloodshed on the 
earth in the past century has dwarfed that of any other era. Political unrest, uprisings, and 
coups are rampant in the Middle East, Africa, and all over the world. People group rises 
against people group, political factions fight for power, and we watch in amazement at the 
domino-like fall of one established political leader after another. Government after 
government is overthrown, often leaving a vacuum of anarchy quickly filled by other violent 
factions, and resulting in an increasingly unstable and unsafe world for all of us, both 
politically and economically.

Millions of people are dying of hunger worldwide every year. Periodically, we hear fearful 
reports of a new resistant strain of disease that threatens to turn pandemic. Major 
earthquakes and tsunamis, record-breaking storms and tornadoes continue to strike our 
world like a battering ram.

However, one might wonder — how do we know that these phenomena are unusual? The 
number of mega earthquakes, for example, have certainly been on the rise. But we've only 
developed the ability to record this data in the past several decades. So what if the 
perceived increase is a normal part of a larger cycle that we can't see?

The key to understanding why this question is immaterial when it comes to Jesus' prophesy 
lies in that last little phrase: “we can't see”.

A sign is only good if it is something that can be easily perceived. In other words, a sign is 
something you can see. It's purpose is to point you in a clear direction, or to give you clear 
information. In this case, Jesus wants those of us living in the last generation to know that 
His return is imminent. 

You can never know everything. Nor can you guess at how much you don't know. That's why 
the frame of reference Jesus uses in giving the signs of the times is yours — what you see 
and what you hear. Notice as you read Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 how many 
times Jesus says “when you see...then                                    .”

Many of Jesus' signs are global. So when He spoke of “seeing” them, He was speaking 
prophetically. Ours is the first generation in which it is possible not only to “hear rumors 
of” these signs, but to see them with our own eyes.

Think about the images we've seen that most people in other generations would never have 
experienced: the smoke, the blood, the sweat of mobs of people — protesting in  Assyria, 
rioting in Egypt and myriad other countries — chanting, fighting, dying; a Christian 
beheaded by Muslims on Youtube; the bodies of Sadam Hussein's sons lying in the street, 
unburied; thousands of Asian people bustling along city streets wearing medical masks,
a river running blood red in China.
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The familiar sounds of military jets, rockets, and artillery — in conflicts from Iraq to the 
Sudan to Benghazi — are commonplace to us. Have you thought about the fact that most 
civilians would never know these sounds as intimately as you do? Has it occurred to you how 
strange it is that you can recognize the unmistakeable shape of an H-bomb mushroom 
cloud...and live to tell about it?

Did you watch the inexorable push of a tsunami slamming into the coast of Japan — towns 
swallowed up, warehouses floating away like toys in a bathtub? Have you seen footage from 
the Six-Day War? And have we not all witnessed the unlikely fulfillment of the Biblical 
prophecy that the Jews would be re-established in their own country after thousands of 
years without a home?

Never before, never in any other generation, has the technology existed that would make it 
possible for us to see these things — including Jesus' generation. But Jesus was a prophet — 
and the time He was prophesying about was now.

• In the following passages, highlight the phrases “you will hear”, “you see for 
yourselves” & “when you see”.

& Matthew 24:6-8 (NET):
“You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. Make sure that you are not alarmed, for 
this must happen, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise up in arms 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. All these things are the beginning of birth pains. 

& Mark 13:14 (NET):
“But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be 
(let the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains.”

& Luke 21:20 (NET):
“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation 
has come near.”

& Luke 21:29-32 (NET):
“Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the other trees. When 
they sprout leaves, you see for yourselves and know that summer is now near.  
So also you, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is 
near. I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these
things take place.”
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Birth Pangs: A Woman In Labor

The time leading up to the return of Christ is compared with a woman in childbirth. Perhaps 
you can relate to that feeling as you watch the world around you. As you see these signs 
increasing, you also experience the joy, the pain, the fear, and the uncertainty of those you 
are watching.

For example, do you remember when the wall of Berlin came down? Didn't it make you 
want to join the the people dancing on the wall? Did your heart burn for justice when the 
Pakistani girl, Malala Yousafzai, was shot by members of the Taliban for promoting 
education for girls? Did your heart not break to see photos of the innocent victims of the 
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School?

If you were there, chances are you experienced some of these emotions. Not only did we 
shake our heads in disbelief at the catastrophic damage caused by Katrina and Sandy — but 
our chests tightened with the worry for the people involved. Will they be rescued? How will 
they get food? Where will they go now? What about their pets? In the case of 9/11, not only 
did we watch in disbelief as the twin towers collapsed — we wept from our gut as we 
watched desperate people jumping to their deaths.

As we see these things with our own eyes, the world begins to have a collective
experience — a common pain, a common struggle. Jesus prophesies that this pressure — 
increasing in both frequency and intensity — will culminate in a force so great that 
everything hidden will be revealed, every incubating seed will show forth it's fruit. In 
essence, the masks will come off, and the reality of what lies inside of each and every 
person will come to the surface.

& John 16:19-22 (NET):
“Jesus could see that they wanted to ask him about these things, so he said to 
[his disciples], 'Are you asking each other about this — that I said, “In a little while 
you will not see me; again after a little while, you will see me”? I tell you the 
solemn truth, you will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice; you will be sad, but 
your sadness will turn into joy. When a woman gives birth, she has distress 
because her time has come, but when her child is born, she no longer remembers the 
suffering because of her joy that a human being has been born into the world. So also 
you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy away from you.'”

• According to Jesus, who is being compared to a woman in childbirth?                        
                                                                                                                              .

• What does Jesus identify as the reason for His disciples' pain?                                    
                                                                                                                              .

• Jesus compares His return to the moment when the travailing woman's child is
finally                     . At this time, her suffering is replaced with great                     .
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The Pressure Brings Forth What's Inside

In the end times, there will be a tremendous amount of pressure that comes upon the 
inhabitants of the earth. In childbirth, the pressure brings forth — or reveals — what's 
hidden inside.

& 1 Peter 4:12-13 (NET): Trial By Fire
“Dear friends, do not be astonished that a trial by fire is occurring among you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in the degree that you 
have shared in the sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed you may 
also rejoice and be glad.”

• According to this passage, when we share in the sufferings of Christ,
what is revealed?                                                                                                    .
At this time, our suffering will be replaced with                                                       .

& 1 John 3:9-10 (NET): Fathered By God/ God's Children Revealed
“Everyone who has been fathered by God does not practice sin, because God’s seed 
resides in him, and thus he is not able to sin, because he has been fathered by God. 
By this the children of God and the children of the devil are revealed: Everyone 
who does not practice righteousness – the one who does not love his fellow
Christian – is not of God.”

• As that woman in childbirth, who's seed are we impregnated with?                           .
• In one word, what fruit of the Spirit will be evident when God's children

are born? (vs. 10)                                                                                   .
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How Do We Make Sure That Christ Is What Comes Out
When The Pressure Starts?

1. Go back to the beginning. You have to PLANT the right SEED.

& 1 Peter 1:23 (AMP):

“You have been regenerated (born again), not from a mortal origin ( seed, sperm), 
but from one that is immortal by the ever living and lasting Word of God.” 

& Luke 8:11 (NET):
“Now the parable means this: The seed is the word of God.”

• What is mortal seed (sperm) compared to in these passages?                                    .

& Galatians 4:19 (NET):
 “My children – I am again undergoing birth pains until Christ is formed in you!”

• If we allow ourselves to be “impregnated” by the living seed, or Word, of God, what 
will be formed inside of us?                                                                                     .

• When the pressure comes upon us, what proof will “come forth” that that we belong 
to God — what will the world see us “giving birth” to?                                             .

2. Stop sleeping with the enemy. If you let Satan plant his seed in you, you will give 
birth to an antichrist spirit.

& James 1:14-22 (NET): Sin Gives Birth
“But each one is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desires. Then 
when desire conceives, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is full grown, it gives birth 
to death. Do not be led astray, my dear brothers and sisters. All generous giving and 
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or the slightest hint of change. By his sovereign plan he gave us 
birth through the message of truth, that we would be a kind of firstfruits of all he 
created. Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters! Let every person be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, slow to anger. For human anger does not accomplish God’s 
righteousness.  So put away all filth and evil excess and humbly  welcome the 
message implanted within you, which is able to save your souls.  But be sure you live 
out the message and do not merely listen to it and so deceive yourselves.”

• When desire conceives, it gives birth to                                                     .
• When God's Word conceives, it gives birth to                                              .

and all the children of                                                                               .
• When sin is full grown in us, it brings                                                         .
• When Christ is formed in us, we have eternal                                             .
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The Purpose Of Jesus' Road Map

& John 16:1-4a (NET):
“I have told you all these things so that you will not                                                 . 
They will put you out of the synagogue, yet a time is coming when the one who 
kills you will think he is offering                                       to God. They will do these 
things because they have not known the Father or me. But I have told you these 
things so that when their time comes, you will                           that I told you about 
them...”

& John 16:33 (NET):
“I have told you these things so that in me you may have                                          . 
In the world you have trouble and                                                                           , 
but take courage – I have conquered the world.”

• Jesus' purpose in giving you the signs of His return is not:

◦ to scare you

◦ to confuse you

◦ to overwhelm you 

◦ to give you something to debate other Christians about.

• Jesus' purpose in giving you the signs of His return is:

◦ To prevent you from being deceived

◦ To prepare you to be ready at any time

◦ To give you the strength to get through to the end

◦ To give you peace
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Conclusion

A Warning From Childbirth

Although we have a basic time frame in which we know a child will be born, we should 
never be overconfident that we can guess the exact timing within that framework. A baby 
may be born weeks after a projected due date...or it can come unexpectedly, weeks — 
even months — earlier than expected. We see this kind of an unexpected outcome in the 
birth of God's kingdom, prophesied by the prophet Isaiah:

& Isaiah 66:7-11 (NET):
“66:7 Before she goes into labor, she gives birth!
Before her contractions begin, she delivers a boy!
66:8 Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen this?
Can a country be brought forth in one day? Can a nation be born in a single moment?
Yet as soon as Zion goes into labor she gives birth to sons!
66:9 'Do I bring a baby to the birth opening and then not deliver it?'
asks the Lord. 'Or do I bring a baby to the point of delivery and then hold it back?'
asks your God.
66:10 Be happy for Jerusalem and rejoice with her, all you who love her!
Share in her great joy, all you who have mourned over her!
66:11 For you will nurse from her satisfying breasts and be nourished;
you will feed with joy from her milk-filled breasts.”

Let's remember this lesson when attempting to plot out our last days time lines. We may 
think we understand the order and duration of certain events leading up to the return of 
Christ. The truth is, the only way we can be sure that we'll be ready when that baby comes 
is to stay ready. We must follow Jesus' instruction to keep watch.

 Jesus' Instruction

& Luke 21:34-36 (NET):
“But be on your                                  so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day close down 
upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will overtake all who live on the face of the 
whole                                            . But                                                            at all 
times,                                                         that you may have strength to escape all 
these things that must happen, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
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